
Ephesians 4:4 We are all one body, we have the 

same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same 
glorious future. 5 There is only one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, 6 and there is only one God and Father, 
who is over us all and in us all and living through us 
all. 7 However, he has given each one of us a special 
gift according to the generosity of Christ. 8 That is why 
the Scriptures say, 
“When he ascended to the heights, 
he led a crowd of captives 
and gave gifts to his people.”* 



 

A note from Pastor Scott, 
 
 The New Testament teaches that the Holy Spirit gives 
special gifts or abilities to all Christians. Not some, but all. 
Different gifts are given to different individuals, but all are to 
be used to strengthen the body of Christ, the church. The 
gifts of the Holy Spirit include faith, healing, working mira-
cles, speaking in tongues, interpreting what has been spo-
ken in tongues, serving, teaching, encouraging, leading, and 
contributing money. The apostle Paul is very clear, however, 
in 1 Corinthians 13 (the love chapter), that we should value 
love more than any of the spiritual gifts.  
I pray that you will be able to use this teaching material to 
serve God more effectively, bless His church more each day 
and be blessed as you journey with Christ toward Spiritual 
maturity. 
 
In His service 
Pastor Scott 
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I Pray that you find this booklet useful 
 

Pastor Scott 

 
Story of the Ten Servants 
Luke 19 (NLT) 
 
11 The crowd was listening to everything Jesus said. And be-
cause he was nearing Jerusalem, he told a story to correct the 
impression that the Kingdom of God would begin right away. 
12 He said, “A nobleman was called away to a distant empire 
to be crowned king and then return. 13 Before he left, he 
called together ten servants and gave them ten pounds of sil-
ver* to invest for him while he was gone. 14 But his people 
hated him and sent a delegation after him to say they did not 
want him to be their king. 
15 “When he returned, the king called in the servants to whom 
he had given the money. He wanted to find out what they had 
done with the money and what their profits were. 16 The first 
servant reported a tremendous gain—ten times as much as 
the original amount! 17 ‘Well done!’ the king exclaimed. ‘You 
are a trustworthy servant. You have been faithful with the little I 
entrusted to you, so you will be governor of ten cities as your 
reward.’ 
18 “The next servant also reported a good gain—five times the 
original amount. 19 ‘Well done!’ the king said. ‘You can be 
governor over five cities.’ 
20 “But the third servant brought back only the original amount 
of money and said, ‘I hid it and kept it safe. 21 I was afraid be-
cause you are a hard man to deal with, taking what isn’t yours 
and harvesting crops you didn’t plant.’ 
22 “ ‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared. ‘Hard, am I? If you 
knew so much about me and how tough I am, 23 why didn’t 
you deposit the money in the bank so I could at least get some 
interest on it?’ 24 Then turning to the others standing nearby, 
the king ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give 
it to the one who earned the most.’ 
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25 “ ‘But, master,’ they said, ‘that servant has enough  
already!’ 
26 “ ‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘but to those who use well what 
they are given, even more will be given. But from those who 
are unfaithful,* even what little they have will be taken away. 
27 And now about these enemies of mine who didn’t want 
me to be their king—bring them in and execute them right 
here in my presence.’” 
 

GOD EXPECTS US TO USE THE GIFTS HE’S GIVEN US. 
 This story showed Jesus’ followers what they were to 
do during the time between Jesus’ departure and his second 
coming. Because we live in that time period, it applies  
directly to us. We have been given excellent resources to 
build and expand God’s kingdom. Jesus expects us to use 
these talents so that they multiply and the kingdom grows. 
He asks each of us to account for what we do with his gifts. 
While awaiting the coming of the kingdom of God in glory, 
we must do Christ’s work. 
 
WE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT TO GOD FOR HOW WE 
HAVE USED OUR GIFTS. 
 Why was the king so hard on this man who had not  
increased the money?  
He punished the man because (1) he didn’t share his  
master’s interest in the kingdom; (2) he didn’t trust his  
master’s intentions; (3) his only concern was for himself; and 
(4) he did nothing to use the money. Like the king in this 
story, God has given you gifts to use for the benefit of his 
kingdom. Do you want the kingdom to grow? Do you trust 
God to govern it fairly? Are you as concerned for others’  
welfare as you are for your own? Are you willing to use  
faithfully what he has entrusted to you? 
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Serving Gifts 
 

Service: Identify and meet needs in tasks to be done (Rom. 
12:7; Acts 6:1-7; 2Tim. 1:16-18) 

 Mercy: compassionate action; alleviate suffering 
(Rom.12:8; Acts 16:33-34; Luke 10:33-35; Mark 9:41) 

Helping: (assistance) supporting others; releasing their gifts 
(1Cor. 12:28; Rom. 16:1-2; Acts9:36) 

Voluntary Poverty: identifying with poor and needy; living 
simply (1Cor.13:3; 2Cor.8:9; Mark 1:18-20; 10:21; Acts 
2:45; 4:34-35) 

Giving: releasing finances and resources (Rom.12:8; 
2Cor.8:1-7; 9:2, 6-8) 

Leadership: see goals and inspire and enable others 
(Rom.12:8; Acts 7:10; 15:7-11; 1Tim.5:17; Heb.13:17) 

Faith: strong assurance and confidence in God’s purposes 
(1Cor.12:9; Acts 11:22-24; 27:21-25; Rom. 4:18-21; 
Heb.11) 

Administration: devise and execute effective plans for mis-
sion (1Cor.12:28; Acts 6:1-7; 27:11) 

Celibacy: called to be single and fulfilled in it (1Cor.7:7-8; 
Matt.19:10-12) 

Hospitality: open home and warmly welcoming; available 
(Rom.12:9-13; Heb. 13:1-2; Acts 16:15; Rom.16:23) 

Intercession: Praying effectively for others (James 5:14-16; 
1Tim.2:1-2; Col.1:9-12) 

Healing: agent and means of God’s gift of wholeness 
(1Cor.12:9; 28; Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:32-35) 

Miracles: human channels of God’s supernatural interven-
tion (1Cor.12:10; 28; Acts 9:36-42; 19:11-20; 
Rom.15:18-19) 

Exorcism: authority over evil spirits; expelling evil powers 
(1Cor.2:6-8; 10:20-21; Col.1:13-16; 2:20; Acts 5:16; 8:6-
8; 16:16-18; 19:11-12) 
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Speaking Gifts 
 
Apostle: spiritual authority; leadership over churches 

(1Cor.12:28; Eph. 4:11, 3:1-9; 2Cor.12:12) 
Prophet (Prophecy): speaking from God, inspired utterances 

(1Cor.12:10, 28; Rom.12:6; Eph.4:11; Luke 7:26; Acts 
15:32; 21:9-11) 

Evangelist: Sharing the gospel; leading others to Christ 
(Eph.4:11; Acts8:5-6, 26-40; 14:21; 21:8; 2Tim.4:5) 

Teacher: impart truth; communicate knowledge (1Cor.12:28; 
Rom.12:7; Eph.4:11, Acts 18:24-28; 20:20-21) 

Pastor: caring for people; shepherd (Eph.4:11; 1Tim.3:1-7; 
John 10:1-18; 1Peter 5:1-3) 

Exhortation: enabling, encouragement, challenge; comfort 
(Rom.12:8; 1Tim.4:13; Heb.10:25; Acts 14:22) 

Words of Wisdom: revealed awareness; understanding the 
issues (1Cor.12:8; 2:1-13; Acts 6:3, 10; 2Peter 3:15; 
James 1:5-6) 

Words of Knowledge: revealed insight about someone or 
something (1Cor. 12:8; 2:14; Acts 5:1-11; Col.2:2-3) 

Discernment: awareness of spirits and spiritual forces 
(1Cor.12:10; Acts 16:16-18; 1John 4:1-6) 

Missionary: cross-cultural use of gifts and ministry (1Cor. 
9:19-23; Acts 8:4; 13:2-3; 22:21; Rom. 10:15) 

Courage (Martyrdom): endurance amid suffering (1Cor. 13;3; 
Acts 7:54-60; 8:1-4; 12:1-5) 

Tongues: using an unknown language; prayer language 
(1Cor. 12:10, 28; 14:13-19; Acts 2:1-13; 10: 44-46; 191-7) 

Interpretation of Tongues: awareness of the meaning of 
spoken tongues (1Cor.12:10; 30; 14:13, 26-28) 
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Gifts from God 
Exodus 33:5-29 

 
Exod.28:30 Insert into the pocket of the chest piece the Urim 
and Thummim, to be carried over Aaron’s heart when he 
goes into the Lord’s presence. Thus, Aaron will always carry 
the objects used to determine the Lord’s will for his people 
whenever he goes in before the Lord. 
The Urim and the Thummim were used by the priest to make 
decisions. These names mean “Curses” and “Perfections” 
and refer to the nature of God whose will they revealed. They 
were kept in a pocket and taken out or shaken out to get  
either a yes or no decision. 
 
Note the difference in blessings God gave each tribe. To one 
he gave the best land, to another strength, to another safety. 
Too often we see someone with a particular blessing and 
think that God must love that person more than others. 
Rather we should be seeing that God draws out in all people 
their unique talents. All these gifts are needed to complete his 
plan. Don’t be envious of the gifts others have. Instead, look 
for the gifts God has given you, and resolve to do the tasks 
he has uniquely qualified you to do. 
 
Just as Moses blessed all the tribes as God lead so that they 
could be better equipped to serve their God, so when Jesus 
was leaving he told the disciples that they would all be given 
a counselor to help them fulfill God’s plan of Salvation. 
 
John 14:23 Jesus replied, “All those who love me will do 
what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come to 
them and live with them. 24 Anyone who doesn’t love me will 
not do what I say. And remember, my words are not my own. 
This message is from the Father who sent me. 25 I am telling 
you these things now while I am still with you. everything and 
will remind you of everything I myself have told you. 
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26 But when the Father sends the Counselor as my repre-
sentative—and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit—
he will teach you  
 
John 15:26 “But I will send you the Counselor* —the Spirit 
of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will tell 
you all about me. 27 And you must also tell others about 
me because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
John 16:5 “But now I am going away to the one who sent 
me, and none of you has asked me where I am going. 
6 Instead, you are very sad. 7 But it is actually best for you 
that I go away, because if I don’t, the Counselor* won’t 
come. If I do go away, he will come because I will send him 
to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convince the world of 
its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming  
judgment. 9 The world’s sin is unbelief in me. 
10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, 
and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment will come  
because the prince of this world has already been judged. 
12 “Oh, there is so much more I want to tell you, but you 
can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all truth. He will not be presenting his own 
ideas; he will be telling you what he has heard. He will tell 
you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by revealing 
to you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that the Father 
has is mine; this is what I mean when I say that the Spirit 
will reveal to you whatever he receives from me. 
 
Acts 2:1 On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Je-
sus’ resurrection,* the believers were meeting together in 
one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like 
the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them, 
and it filled the house where they were meeting.  
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James 4:7 . . . Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. 
When we resist the devil in the name and power of Jesus, he 
must flee from us. 
 
Matthew 4:1-11 . . . Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say  .” 
When under attack by the tempter, Jesus relied on the Word of 
God to resist the lies of his adversary.  
 
 Exorcism is not something widely sort after in God’s 
church today, yet we all have the power of God within us.
(Matt. 28:19, 16:19) Some however will specifically be able to 
discern or see in the Spirit and recognise satan’s influence 
over or in a person.  
 No one person should ever be actively involved in an  
exorcism or spiritual warfare by themselves. For an exorcism 
to be effective for God’s glory and enabled through his Holy 
Spirit, this should be done with a team who share this gift or 
similar gifts and strong intercessors who can be  
prayerfully seeking God’s direction and will in all that is done.  
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EXORCISM 
 

 In order to be effective on the battlefield a soldier must be 
both well trained and properly equipped. The warrior must 
have access, as well, to both a defensive stronghold and 
 offensive weaponry. He or she must know the enemy and be 
alert for surprise attacks. So it is in our spiritual battle with  
Satan. Determined to destroy our faith by leading us into sin 
and discouragement, Satan attacks with blatant temptation 
and deceptive lies. The Bible teaches that the best weapons 
for this warfare are the Word of God and prayer. 
 
 Exorcism is the art of expelling demons and evil spirits. 
An exorcist is the practitioner of this art. 
The ability to expel or control demons was claimed by many in 
the ancient Near East. Aside from the miracles of Jesus  
recorded in the Gospels, only in Acts 19:13 is there a biblical 
reference to exorcism among the Jews. However in 1 Samuel 
16:14-23 David functioned as an exorcist by playing a lyre to 
cast out an evil spirit from Saul. 
 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT EXORCISM OR  
“SPIRITUAL WARFARE”? 
Ephesians 6:10-18 . . . Put on all of God’s armor so that you 
will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the 
Devil. 
Spiritual warfare necessitates our being prepared fully, through 
prayer, faith, and truth, to defeat our spiritual enemy. 
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 . . . Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the 
Devil, your great enemy. 
We must be alert at all times for the sneak attacks of the evil 
one. 
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3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared 
and settled  on each of them.  
4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began speaking in other languages,* as the Holy Spirit gave 
them this ability. 
 
Rom.12:3 As God’s messenger, I give each of you this  
warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves,  
measuring your value by how much faith God has given you. 
4 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 
special function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts 
of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And 
since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, 
and each of us needs all the others. 
6 God has given each of us the ability to do certain things 
well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 
out when you have faith that God is speaking through you. 
7 If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. ……… 
ect. 
 
GIFTS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A RIGHT ATTITUDE 
Phil.2:5 Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus 
had. 6 Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to 
his rights as God. 7 He made himself nothing;* he took the 
humble position of a slave and appeared in human form.* 
8 And in human form he obediently humbled himself even 
further by dying a criminal’s death on a cross. 9 Because of 
this, God raised him up to the heights of heaven and gave 
him a name that is above every other name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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What’s the meaning of Spiritual Gifts 
 
 The phrase “Spiritual Gifts” is often used to translate two 
Greek words, charismata and pneumatika.  
Both words appear frequently in Paul’s writings and nowhere 
else in the New Testament, except 1 Peter 2:5 and 4:10. 
 
Both words come from more familiar words, charis (grace) 
and pneuma (spirit). They have similar meanings-charisma 
means “expression of grace” while pneumatikon means 
“expression of Spirit”-but they are used somewhat  
differently. 
 
Charisma is used to describe God’s saving action in Christ 
(Romans 5:15-16) and the gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23).  
 
In 2 Corinthians 1:11 we have a use of the word Charisma 
that is found no where else in Scripture and it probably refers 
to a specific action of God that saved Paul from some sort of 
deadly danger. You’ll have to read the KJV to get the full use 
of the word as Paul uses it. 
Otherwise, it seems to mean divine grace as given to  
individual people, especially in Romans 12:6-8 (where Paul 
describes Christians as being “gifted” to encourage,  
prophesy, etc.) and also in,1 Corinthians 12:8-10, Romans 
1:11; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 7:7; 12:4-11, 28-30; similarly 1 Peter 
4:10). 
 
Pneumatikon is used in a wider range of situations.  
It is an adjective, rather than a noun, and describes various 
things (and people) as “spiritual,” serving as the instrument of 
the Spirit. 
 These include some particular word or act (Romans 1:11), 
the law (Romans 7:4), the manna, the water from the rock, 
and the rock itself during Israel’s wilderness wanderings  
(1 Corinthians 10:3-4),  
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began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for 
all the wonderful miracles they had seen. 
We should offer praise and thanksgiving to Him. 
 
Psalm 9:1 . . . I will thank you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell 
of all the marvelous things you have done. 
We can best show our thanks by becoming a testimony to what 
God has done for us.  
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THE GOSPELS, INCLUDING THE MIRACLES OF JESUS, 
PROVIDE A BASIS FOR FAITH. 
 To understand the life and mission of Jesus more fully, 
all we need to do is study the Gospels. John tells us that his 
Gospel records only a few of the many events in Jesus’ life 
on earth. But the gospel includes everything we need to know 
to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, through 
whom we receive eternal life. 
 
Acts 5:12-16 
KEY VERSE: Crowds came in from the villages around Jeru-
salem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil spirits, 
and they were all healed. (Acts 5:16) 
 
MIRACLES VALIDATED THE MINISTRY OF THE EARLY 
CHURCH. 
What did these miraculous healings do for the early church? 
(1) They attracted new believers. (2) They confirmed the truth 
of the apostles’ teaching. (3) They demonstrated that the 
power of the Messiah who had been crucified and risen was 
now with his followers.  
 
WHAT ARE MIRACLES? 
Isaiah 41:19-20 . . . I will plant trees-cedar, acacia, myrtle, 
olive, cypress, fir, and pine-on barren land. Everyone will see 
this miracle and understand that it is the Lord, the Holy One 
of Israel, who did it. 
Miracles are visible signs only God can perform that help us 
know him and see his hand in our lives. 
 
WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE BE WHEN GOD  
PERFORMS MIRACLES IN OUR LIVES? 
Luke 19:37 . . . As they reached the place where the road 
started down from the Mount of Olives, all of his followers  
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the resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:44-46), blessings “in 
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:3), specific insights into 
God’s will (Colossians 1:9), and songs in worship  
(Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).  
As a plural noun, it can be used to describe individuals (“the 
spiritual ones,” 1 Corinthians 2:13, 15; 1 Corinthians 14:37; 
Galatians 6:1) or things (“the spirituals,” “spiritual gifts,”  
Romans 15:27; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 9:11; 12:1; 14:1), even 
“spiritual powers in heaven” (Ephesians 6:12). 
 
This could be said as a definition of “spiritual gifts”.  
“Whatever thing or individual serves as an instrument of the 
Spirit or manifests the Spirit or embodies the Spirit is a  
spiritual gift (pneumatikon). Whatever event, word, or  
action is a concrete expression of grace or serves as a 
means of grace is a spiritual gift (charisma).  
Pneumatikon is the more general word; charisma is more 
specific.  
 
A spiritual gift is any event, word, or action that embodies and 
expresses God’s grace. 
 
The lists of charismata (Romans 12;1 Corinthians 
12;Ephesians 4;1 Peter 4) provide the clearest indications of 
what Paul thought a “spiritual gift” could be.  
 
For Paul, a spiritual gift is essentially an act of God’s Spirit, a 
definite, specific manifestation of God’s grace through the 
words or deeds of a particular person. God is always  
generous, but charismata are definite examples of that  
generosity, parceled out in encouraging words, rightful r 
ebukes, or gracious actions from one person to another. 
 
This means that we cannot hope to manifest such gifts 
unless we are open to and dependent upon God.  
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Amid many obscurities and debated questions re-
garding New Testament charismata, three certainties 
stand out.  

 
First, a spiritual gift is an ability in some way to 

express, celebrate, display, and so communicate Christ. 
We are told that gifts, rightly used, build up Christians and 
churches. But only knowledge of God in Christ builds up, so 
each charisma must be an ability from Christ to show and 
share Christ in an upbuilding way. 

 
Second, gifts are of two types. There are gifts of 

speech and of loving, practical service. In Romans 12:6-8, 
Paul’s list of gifts alternates between the categories: items 
one, three, and four (prophecy, teaching, and exhorting) are 
gifts of speech; items two, five, six, and seven (serving,  

giving, leading, and showing mercy) are gifts of  
helpfulness. The alternation implies that no thought of 

superiority of one gift over another may enter in. However 
much gifts differ as forms of human activity, all are of equal 
dignity, and the only question is whether one properly uses 
the gift one has (1 Pet. 4:10-11). 

 
Third, no Christian is giftless (1 Cor. 12:7; Eph. 

4:7), and it is everyone’s responsibility to find, develop, and 
fully use whatever capacities for service God has given. 

 
The Spirit’s gifts are the living movements of 

Christ’s body. As the body is many different members 
functioning as one body, so the unity of the church 
grows out of the diverse functions (gifts) of its mem-
bers. 
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significance. 
 
Belief in the miraculous is integral to Christianity. Theologians 
who discard all miracles, thus obliging themselves to deny  
Jesus’ incarnation and resurrection, the two supreme miracles 
of Scripture, should not claim to be Christians: the claim is not 
valid. The rejection of miracles by yesterday’s scientists 
sprang not from science but from the dogma of a universe of 
absolute uniformity that scientists brought to their scientific 
work. There is nothing irrational about believing that God who 
made the world can still intrude creatively into it. Christians 
should recognize that it is not faith in the biblical miracles, and 
in God’s ability to work miracles today should he so wish, but 
doubt about these things, that is unreasonable. 
This article was excerpted from Concise Theology: A Guide to 
Historic Christian Beliefs by J. I. Packer.  
 
John 20:24-31 
KEY VERSE: Jesus told him, “You believe because you have 
seen me. Blessed are those who haven’t seen me and believe 
anyway.” Jesus’ disciples saw him do many other miraculous 
signs besides the ones recorded in this book. But these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life. 
(John 20:29-31) 
 
THE MIRACULOUS NEVER CANCELS THE NEED FOR 
PERSONAL FAITH. 
 Some people think they would believe in Jesus if they 
could see a definite sign or miracle. But Jesus says we are 
blessed if we can believe without seeing. We have all the proof 
we need in the words of the Bible and the testimony of  
believers. A physical appearance would not make Jesus any 
more real to us than he is now. 
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MIRACLES 
 

 Scripture has no single word for miracle. The concept is a 
blend of the thoughts expressed by three terms: wonder, 
mighty work, and sign. 
 Wonder is the primary notion. (Miracle, from the Latin 
miraculum, means something that evokes wonder.) A miracle 
is an observed event that triggers awareness of God’s  
presence and power. Striking providences and coincidences, 
and awesome events such as childbirth, no less than works of 
new creative power, are properly called miracles since they 
communicate this awareness. In this sense, at least, there are 
miracles today. 
Mighty work (work of power) focuses on the impression that 
miracles make, and points to the presence in Bible history of 
supernatural acts of God involving the power that created the 
world from nothing. Thus, the raising of the dead to life, which 
Jesus did three times, not counting his own resurrection (Luke 
7:11-17; 8:49-56; John 11:38-44), and Elijah, Elisha, Peter, 
and Paul did once each (1 Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:18-37; 
Acts 9:36-41; 20:9-12), is a work of this creative power; it  
cannot be explained in terms of coincidence or of nature taking 
its course. The same is true of organic healings, of which the 
Gospels recount many; they too exhibit supernatural  
re-creating and restoring. 
Sign as a label for miracles (the label regularly used in John’s 
Gospel, where seven key miracles are recorded) means that 
they signify something; in other words, they carry a message. 
The miracles in Scripture are nearly all clustered in the time of 
the Exodus, of Elijah and Elisha, and of Christ and his  
apostles. First of all, they authenticate the miracle workers 
themselves as God’s representatives and messengers (cf. 
Exod. 4:1-9; 1 Kings 17:24; John 10:38; 14:11; 2 Cor. 
12:12; Heb. 2:3-4); and they also show forth something of 
God’s power in salvation and judgment. Such is their  
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Gifts List 
 It’s my opinion that as much as these list are quite  
Descriptive, they are not exhaustive of the Gifts available 
through the Holy Spirit. 

 
 Rom.12:6-8 “Prophecy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation 
(encouragement), Giving, Leadership, Mercy.” 
 1Cor.12:8-10 “Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Faith,  
Healing, Miracles, Prophecy, Distinguishing between Spirits, 
Various Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues, 
 1Cor. 12:28 “Apostle, Prophet, Teachers, Miracles,  
Healing, Helps, Administration, Tongues. 
 Eph. 4:11 “Apostles, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastors,  
Teachers. 
 1Peter 4:11 “Speaking, Serving.” 
 
 Prophecy, Serving (Helps, Administration), Teaching,  
Encouragement, Giving, Leadership, Mercy, Wisdom, Words of 
Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Miracles, Distinguishing between 
Spirits, Various Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues, Apostle, 
Evangelist, Pastor. 
 
As 1Peter 4:11 describes Spiritual gifts can be divided into two 
main lists, one of Speaking Gifts & another of Serving Gifts. 
 
 Speaking Gifts 
 
Apostle: spiritual authority; leadership over churches 
(1Cor.12:28; Eph. 4:11, 3:1-9; 2Cor.12:12) 
 
Prophet (Prophecy): speaking from God, inspired utterances 
(1Cor.12:10, 28; Rom.12:6; Eph.4:11; Luke 7:26; Acts 15:32; 
21:9-11) 
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Evangelist: Sharing the gospel; leading others to Christ 
(Eph.4:11; Acts8:5-6, 26-40; 14:21; 21:8; 2Tim.4:5) 
Teacher: impart truth; communicate knowledge (1Cor.12:28; 

Rom.12:7; Eph.4:11, Acts 18:24-28; 20:20-21) 
Pastor: caring for people; shepherd (Eph.4:11; 1Tim.3:1-7; 
John 10:1-18; 1Peter 5:1-3) 

Exhortation: enabling, encouragement, challenge; comfort 
(Rom.12:8; 1Tim.4:13; Heb.10:25; Acts 14:22) 

Words of Wisdom: revealed awareness; understanding the 
issues (1Cor.12:8; 2:1-13; Acts 6:3, 10; 2Peter 3:15; James 
1:5-6) 

Words of Knowledge: revealed insight about  
someone or something (1Cor. 12:8; 2:14; Acts 5:1-11; 
Col.2:2-3) 

Discernment: awareness of spirits and spiritual forces 
(1Cor.12:10; Acts 16:16-18; 1John 4:1-6) 

Missionary: cross-cultural use of gifts and ministry  
  (1Cor. 9:19-23; Acts 8:4; 13:2-3; 22:21; Rom. 10:15) 
Courage (Martyrdom): endurance amid suffering  
  (1Cor. 13;3; Acts 7:54-60; 8:1-4; 12:1-5) 
Tongues: using an unknown language; prayer language 
(1Cor. 12:10, 28; 14:13-19; Acts 2:1-13; 10: 44-46; 191-7) 

Interpretation of Tongues: awareness of the meaning of 
spoken tongues (1Cor.12:10; 30; 14:13, 26-28) 

 
Serving Gifts 

 
 Service: Identify and meet needs in tasks to be done (Rom. 

12:7; Acts 6:1-7; 2Tim. 1:16-18) 
 Mercy: compassionate action; alleviate suffering (Rom.12:8; 

Acts 16:33-34; Luke 10:33-35; Mark 9:41) 
 Helping: (assistance) supporting others; releasing their gifts 

(1Cor. 12:28; Rom. 16:1-2; Acts9:36) 
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 not walk, and he did not know Jesus. But the man’s spiritual 
state was Jesus’ first concern. If God does not heal us or  
someone we love, we need to remember that physical healing 
is not Christ’s only concern. We will all be completely healed in 
Christ’s coming kingdom; but first we have to come to know  
Jesus. 
 
Matthew 14:22-36 
KEY VERSE: The news of their arrival spread quickly  
throughout the whole surrounding area, and soon people were 
bringing all their sick to be healed. The sick begged him to let 
them touch even the fringe of his robe, and all who touched it 
were healed. (Matthew 14:35-36) 
 
FOCUSING ON PHYSICAL NEEDS CAN KEEP US FROM 
KNOWING CHRIST. 
 The people recognized Jesus as a great healer, but how 
many understood who he truly was? They came to Jesus for 
physical healing, but did they come for spiritual healing? They 
came to prolong their lives on earth, but did they come to  
secure their eternal lives? People may seek Jesus to learn  
valuable lessons from his life or in hopes of finding relief from 
pain. But we miss Jesus’ whole message if we seek him to heal 
our bodies but not our souls, or if we look to him for help only in 
this life, rather than for his eternal plan for us. Only when we 
understand the real Jesus Christ can we appreciate how he can 
truly change our life and the lives of others. 



Proverbs 17:22 . . . A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a 
broken spirit saps a persons strength. 
There is a connection between a healthy spirit and a positive 
attitude. 
 
HEALING IN THE CHURCH AGE 
 The letters of the New Testament say little about  
healing. First Corinthians speaks of the gifts of healing  
(1 Corinthians 12:9, 28). The implication is that such gifts are 
intended to be part of the ministry of the church, but the  
context indicates that not all are given such gifts  
(1 Corinthians 12:30) and that God distributes spiritual gifts 
for the good of the body. James indicates that a believer who 
is ill should request the church to pray for his healing (James 
5:14-16; compare to Hebrews 12:13). The clear implication is 
that God is willing and able to minister to his people for  
healing today. 
 
Matthew 9:1-8 
KEY VERSE: Some people brought to him a paralysed man 
on a mat. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralysed man, 
“Take heart, son! Your sins are forgiven.” (Matthew 9:2) 
 
PHYSICAL HEALING IS NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT 
GIFT GOD CAN GIVE. 
 Among the first words Jesus said to the paralysed man 
were “Your sins are forgiven.” Then he healed the man. We 
must be careful not to concentrate on God’s power to heal 
physical sickness more than on his power to forgive spiritual 
sickness in the form of sin. Jesus saw that even more than 
physical health, this man needed spiritual health. Spiritual 
health comes only from Jesus’ healing touch. 
 
GOD UNDERSTANDS EVERY ASPECT OF HEALING. 
Both the man’s body and his spirit were paralysed-he could 
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Voluntary Poverty: identifying with poor and needy; living  
simply (1Cor.13:3; 2Cor.8:9; Mark 1:18-20; 10:21; Acts 2:45; 

4:34-35) 
Giving: releasing finances and resources (Rom.12:8; 2cor.8:1-
7; 9:2, 6-8) 

 Leadership: see goals and inspire and enable others 
(Rom.12:8; Acts 7:10; 15:7-11; 1Tim.5:17; Heb.13:17) 

 Faith: strong assurance and confidence in God’s purposes 
(1Cor.12:9; Acts 11:22-24; 27:21-25; Rom. 4:18-21; Heb.11) 

 Administration: devise and execute effective plans for  
mission (1Cor.12:28; Acts 6:1-7; 27:11) 
 Celibacy: called to be single and fulfilled in it (1Cor.7:7-8; 
Matt.19:10-12) 

 Hospitality: open home and warmly welcoming; available 
(Rom.12:9-13; Heb. 13:1-2; Acts 16:15; Rom.16:23) 

 Intercession: Praying effectively for others (James 5:14-16; 
1Tim.2:1-2; Col.1:9-12) 

 Healing: agent and means of God’s gift of wholeness 
(1Cor.12:9; 28; Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:32-35) 

 Miracles: human channels of God’s supernatural intervention 
(1Cor.12:10; 28; Acts 9:36-42; 19:11-20; Rom.15:18-19) 

 Exorcism: authority over evil spirits; expelling evil powers 
(1Cor.2:6-8; 10:20-21; Col.1:13-16; 2:20; Acts 5:16; 8:6-8; 
16:16-18; 19:11-12) 

 
We all can function in many of these ways as human beings, 
but some will be gifted by the Spirit, more than others. 

 
Gifts may emerge unexpectedly as we pray and act in Faith. 

 
The Holy Spirit is sovereign, not us, so we need to be open to 
growth in all these areas of the Spirit’s leading. 
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APOSTLE, APOSTLESHIP 
 

 An apostle is a person sent with a special message.  
Certain leading individuals in the New Testament were called 
apostles. Apostleship refers to the duties of those who served 
as an apostle. 
 
 The Greek word for apostle is not used outside the New  
Testament in the same sense it is in the New Testament. It is 
derived from a sailing term, the verb “to send.” It means a  
particular ship or group of ships, a marine expedition or the 
leader of such. It doesn’t speak of authority, just an  
understanding of something being sent. Later, the word meant 
bill, invoice, and even passport. 
 
 In the New Testament, the word was used to point out 
those who had been sent by Jesus with the message of the 
gospel. From among the wider group of those who followed 
him, Jesus selected twelve men (Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-
19; Luke 6:12-16). These men maintained a particularly close 
relationship with him. They received private instruction and  
witnessed his miracles and controversy with the Jewish  
authorities. On one occasion, Jesus sent these men out to 
preach the message of repentance. They were also told to cast 
out demons and to heal the sick as Jesus himself was doing 
(Matthew 10:1-15; Mark 6:7-13, 30; Luke 9:1-6).  
This relationship is expressed in the saying, “He who hears you 
hears me, and he who rejects you rejects me, and he who  
rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Luke 10:16, RSV;  
compare with Matthew 10:40). The Twelve were not merely to 
pass Jesus’ teachings on but to represent his very person. 
After the Resurrection, Jesus commissioned the Twelve 
(Matthew 28; Luke 24; John 20–21) to proclaim God’s  
message on behalf of all men. Only those who had been with  
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HEALING 
 

 For the sick, the concept of healing is a new lease on life. 
Sickness is deficiency, something wrong or something missing. 
The sick in body have limitations that restrict freedom of  
movement, freedom of capabilities, and even freedom to enjoy 
life. Oh, to be released from sickness. Healing may also be 
spiritual, a restoration of the soul. Sin is the ultimate sickness, 
eating at the core of the soul, but spilling out on our physical, 
mental, social, and moral well-being. Healing from sin comes 
from a right relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
 
FROM WHAT DO WE NEED TO BE HEALED? 
Luke 8:42 . . . His only child was dying, a little girl twelve years 
old. 
 
Mark 1:40 . . . A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of  
Jesus, begging to be healed. 
We long to be healed from sickness and disease. 
 
Isaiah 61:1 . . . He has sent me to comfort the broken-hearted. 
Our broken hearts need healing and restoration. 
 
Psalm 30:11 . . . You have turned my mourning into joyful 
dancing. 
We need healing from sorrow. 
 
Psalm 55:20 . . . As for this friend of mine, he betrayed me. 
We need to be healed from the pain of betrayal. 
 
Romans 6:23 . . . The wages of sin is death, but the great gift 
of God is eternal life. 
 
Psalm 103:3-4 . . . He forgives all my sins. 
We need to be healed from sin. 
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 us how to pray for others, whether we know them or not. 
We can request that they (1) understand God’s will, (2) gain 
spiritual wisdom, (3) please and honor God, (4) bear good 
fruit, (5) grow in the knowledge of God, (6) be filled with 
God’s strength, (7) have great endurance and patience, (8) 
stay full of Christ’s joy, and (9) give thanks always. All  
believers have these same basic needs. When you don’t 
know how to pray for someone, use Paul’s prayer pattern for 
the Colossians. 
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Jesus from the beginning of his ministry to his resurrection 
were called his apostolic witnesses (Acts 1:21-22).  
Paul qualified because he had seen the risen Christ  
(1 Corinthians 15:4-10). 
 
 In his writings Paul showed two ways to use the word 
“apostle.” On occasion, it refers to persons given authority by 
local congregations to deliver safely specific gifts for other 
members of the Christian community (2 Corinthians 8:23; 
Philippians 2:25).  
More important are those passages where “apostle” takes on 
more meaning through the phrase “of Jesus Christ” (1 Corin-
thians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; 11:13; Galatians 1:1; Ephe-
sians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:6). The “sent 
one” is the “sent one of Jesus Christ” (Romans 16:7; 1 Corin-
thians 9:1, 5; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Galatians 1:17-19).  
 
Where Paul claims his own right to this title, he always links 
this claim to a specific event in the past in which the risen Lord 
had appeared to him (1 Corinthians 9:1; Galatians 1:12, 16). 
He ranked this appearance alongside the first resurrection  
appearances (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). Paul understood his  
experience outside Damascus (see Acts 9:1-19a; 22:6-16; 
26:12-18; Galatians 1:17) as a lifelong commission to preach 
the now-resurrected One (1 Corinthians 1:17; 2:1-2). His  
calling was chiefly among the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; 22:15; 
26:17, 23; Galatians 1:15-16). It was through his preaching 
ministry that Christ continued to work, creating the new people 
of God (1 Corinthians 9:1-2; Galatians 2:8). 
 
 J.I.Packer’s Theology  
 The apostles were agents of God’s revelation of the 
truths that would become the Christian rule of faith and life. As 
such, and through Christ’s appointment of them as his  
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authorized representatives (2 Cor. 10:8; 13:10), the apostles 
exercised a unique and functional authority in the infant 
church. There are no apostles today, though some Christians 
fulfill ministries that are in particular ways apostolic in style. 
No new canonical revelation is currently being given; apos-
tolic teaching authority resides in the canonical Scriptures, of 
which the apostles’ own writings are the core and the key. 
The absence of new revelation does not, however, put the 
contemporary church at any disadvantage compared with the 
church of apostolic days, for the Holy Spirit interprets and ap-
plies these Scriptures to God’s people continually. 
This article was excerpted from Concise Theology: A Guide 
to Historic Christian Beliefs by J. I. Packer.  
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continues (he continues to care for God’s people). Thus 
Christ’s intercession includes 
 
1. His presence with the Father as the reason for each  
2. believer’s justification (Hebrews 9:24) 
2. His denial of the accusations Satan makes against each  
believer (Romans 8:33; Revelation 12:10) 
3. His claim that each believer has the right to come near to 
God (Hebrews 4:14-16) 
4. His relaying of each believer’s prayers to God. 
 
 The heavenly Father’s response is to give believers a full 
range of spiritual blessings. In the words of the Puritan John 
Owen (1616-1683), “The intercession of Christ ... is his  
continual appearance for us in the presence of God,  
representing the efficacy of his oblation, accompanied with 
tender care, love and desires for the welfare, supply,  
deliverance and salvation of the church.” 
 
Christ is said to pray for all people everywhere (Isaiah 53:12; 
Matthew 26:28). More specifically, he prays for his own  
redeemed community, the church (John 14:16; John 17:9, 
20; Hebrews 4:15-16). Christ also prays for the specific needs 
of individual believers (Luke 22:31-32; 1 John 2:1). 
 
Colossians 1:1-14 
KEY VERSE: We always pray for you, and we give thanks to 
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard 
that you trust in Christ Jesus and that you love all of God’s 
people. (Colossians 1:3-4) 
 
WE SHOULD PRAY FOR OTHERS. 
 Sometimes we wonder how to pray for missionaries and 
other leaders we have never met. Paul had never met the  
Colossians, but he faithfully prayed for them. His prayers teach 
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INTERCESSION 
 

 The intercession of Christ is Jesus’ act of asking God the 
Father to save, help, and sustain people on earth. We too as 
 Followers of Christ Jesus have to ability in Christ, to intercede 
on behalf of others through prayer.  
 The Hebrew meaning of the word “to make intercession” comes 
from a root meaning “to strike.” therefore, the image is of  
someone “striking” somebody else with a request. Isaiah’s 
“servant of the Lord” is described in this way: “He bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 
53:12, RSV). In Greek, the verb meant to “meet,” “approach,” or 
“appeal.” In literature written between the two Testaments, that 
word was used to mean personally petitioning an official to gain 
a favour. The noun form of the word is translated in the New 
Testament both as “intercession” (1 Timothy 2:1) and as 
“prayer” (1 Timothy 4:5). 
 
 Theologians generally view intercession as the second part 
of Christ’s “high priestly work.” First, he made satisfaction for sin 
through his suffering and death on the cross (1 Timothy 2:5-6), 
now he is in heaven as our intercessor before God. In the Old 
Testament, one of the priest’s jobs was to petition God on behalf 
of the people. In particular, on the annual Day of Atonement, the 
high priest carried the blood of the sin offering into the Most Holy 
Place, sanctified the sacred place with incense, and sprinkled 
the sacrificial blood on and around the “mercy seat” (Leviticus 
16:11-19). Therefore, after Christ offered himself on the cross as 
the sacrifice for sins, he ascended to the Father and entered the 
heavenly sanctuary, where he now represents his people 
(Hebrews 7:25). 
 
THE WAY INTERCESSION WORKS 
 Christ’s heavenly intercession is, in one way, already done 
(his redemptive work has been completed) and in another way,  
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PROPHECY 
 

 To prophesy means to proclaim or to announce God’s 
message. Prophets speak (or repeat) what God has told them. 
A prophet is God’s mouthpiece to the world. Prophecy is the 
message. 
 
 
PROPHECY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 Prophecy, along with its related terms (“prophet,” “to 
prophesy,” and “prophetic”), is derived from a group of Greek 
words that, in secular Greek, mean “proclaim” or “announce.” In 
biblical Greek, however, these terms always communicate 
speaking or announcing something under the influence of  
spiritual inspiration. 
One of the clearest and most significant statements on the  
nature of prophetic inspiration in the Old Testament is found in 
Numbers 12:6-8 
 
PROPHECY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 In contrast to the few self-proclaimed prophets of the  
intertestamental period (between the writing of the Old and New 
Testament), early Christianity began with a flurry of prophetic 
activity that lasted well into the second century A.D. Jesus, his 
disciples and followers, and the early Christians were convinced 
that the times in which they lived were times in which Old  
Testament prophecy was being fulfilled (Mark 1:14-15; Acts 
2:16-21; Romans 16:25-27; 1 Corinthians 10:11). Yet this era 
was not only one of fulfilment but also one of the renewal of the 
prophetic gift. 
 
Among the many prophetic predictions of Jesus are the  
following: 
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1. Predictions of the imminent arrival of the Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 10:7-8; Matthew 10:23; Matthew 23:39; Mark 
1:15; Mark 9:1; Mark 13:28-29). 
 
2. Predictions of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 
(Matthew 23:37-39; Matthew 24:2; Matthew 26:61;  
Matthew 27:40; Mark 13:2; Mark 14:58; Mark 15:29; Luke 
13:34-35; Luke 21:6; John 2:19-21). 
 
3. Predictions of the coming of the Son of Man (Matthew 
10:23; Matthew 10:32-33; Matthew 12:40; Matthew 13:40-
41; Matthew 16:27; Matthew 24:27, Matthew 24:37-39; 
Mark 3:38; Mark 13:26-27; Mark 14:62; Luke 9:26; Luke 
11:30; Luke 12:8-9; Luke 17:24, 26). 
 
4. Predictions of the end of the age. The longest prophetic 
section in the Gospels is the end-times discourse of Jesus in 
Mark 13:1-32 (compare to Matthew 24:1-36; Luke 21:5-
33), in which a number of predictions concerning the  
destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the age are woven 
into a lengthy discourse to the disciples. 
 
PROPHECY AS A GIFT FOR THE BELIEVERS TODAY 
 The beginning of prophetic activity in early Christianity, 
according to Acts, coincided with the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the earliest Christians on the Day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1-21). Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost  
indicates that the outpouring of the Spirit fulfilled Joel’s 
prophecy (Acts 2:4; compare to Joel 2:28-32). Further, 
since the Spirit had been poured out upon all early  
Christians, all were potential prophets. 
According to 1 Corinthians 12:28 (see also Romans 12:6; 
Ephesians 4:11), God has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, and third teachers.  
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HOSPITALITY IS A GIFT THAT IMPROVES WITH  
PRACTICE. 
 Christian hospitality differs from social entertaining.  
Entertaining focuses on the host-the home must be spotless; 
the food must be well prepared and abundant; the host must 
appear relaxed and good-natured. Hospitality, by contrast, 
focuses on the guests. Their needs-whether for a place to 
stay, nourishing food, a listening ear, or acceptance-are the 
primary concern. Hospitality can happen in a messy home. It 
can happen around a dinner table where the main dish is 
canned soup. It can even happen while the host and the 
guest are doing chores together. Don’t hesitate to offer  
hospitality just because you are too tired, too busy, or not 
wealthy enough to entertain.  
 
 While hospitality in extra measure is certainly a gift, we 
are all called to practice hospitality as best we can, for it is a 
true act of kindness, and it encourages and strengthens  
others. It is also an expression of gratefulness for what God 
has done for us. 



According to the New Testament, Jesus relied on the general 
practice of hospitality in sending out the disciples (Luke 
10:7), as well as in his own travels. As traveling missionaries 
spread the gospel, Christians were commended for  
entertaining them in their homes (Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 4:9; 
3 John 1:5-8). Church leaders must not exempt themselves 
from this ministry (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8). To do so is 
grounds for judgment (Matthew 25:43-46). 
 
Luke 10:38-42 
KEY VERSE: As Jesus and the disciples continued on their 
way to Jerusalem, they came to a village where a woman 
named Martha welcomed them into her home. (Luke 10:38) 
 
HOSPITALITY SHOULD FLOW OUT OF WHOLEHEARTED 
DEVOTION TO GOD. 
 Mary and Martha both loved Jesus. On this occasion 
they were both serving him. But Martha thought Mary’s style 
of serving was inferior to hers. She didn’t realize that in her 
desire to serve, she was actually neglecting her guest. Are 
you so busy doing things for Jesus that you’re not spending 
any time with him? Don’t let your service become  
self-serving. Jesus did not blame Martha for being concerned 
about household chores. He was only asking her to set  
priorities. It is possible for service to Christ to degenerate into 
mere busywork that is no longer full of devotion to God. 
 
Romans 12:9-21 
KEY VERSE: When God’s children are in need, be the one to 
help them out. And get into the habit of inviting guests home 
for dinner or, if they need lodging, for the night.  
(Romans 12:13) 
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 NOTE: (Is this a specific list of which Gifts are more  
important or deserve to come first God’s church, I don’t  
believe so. For Paul, this list is exactly as he saw it, the  
Apostles did come first, they were also Prophets and  
teachers. It could also be said that as a result of the Apostles 
teaching of Christ and development of the early church, that 
prophets and teachers sprang up first within these early  
gatherings, before other gifts  and so Paul lists them  
accordingly. ) 
 
 The names of several early Christian prophets have 
been preserved. These include Agabus (Acts 11:27-28; Acts 
21:10-11); Judas and Silas (Acts 15:32); Barnabas, Simeon 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen, Paul (Acts 13:1); and the 
four virgin daughters of Philip the evangelist (Acts 21:8-9). 
John, the author of Revelation, was certainly a prophet 
(Revelation 1:3; Revelation 22:9, 18), though he never  
directly assumed that title. 
 
THE ROLE OF THE CHRISTIAN PROPHET 
 Christian prophets were leaders in early Christian  
communities (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11) who  
exercised their gift in church gatherings (Acts 13:1-3; Acts 
11:27-28; 1 Corinthians 12-14; Revelation 1:10). Since the 
Spirit of God was particularly active in Christian worship, 
prophecy was a major means whereby God communicated 
with his people. Prophets, like apostles and teachers, did not 
hold offices in local communities like bishops, elders, and 
deacons. Rather, they were chosen, not by individual  
congregations, but by divine commission and so were  
honored and accepted in all local communities. Early  
Christian prophets were both itinerant and settled, though  
itinerant prophets seem to have been more prevalent in 
Syria-Palestine and Asia Minor than in the European 
churches. 
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THE FUNCTION OF PROPHECY 
 According to Paul, the central purpose of prophecy (as 
of all other spiritual gifts) is that of building up or edifying the 
church. According to 1 Corinthians 14:3, “one who  
prophesies is helping others grow in the Lord, encouraging 
and comforting them.” Again, in 1 Corinthians 14:4, Paul 
states that the “one who speaks a word of prophecy  
strengthens the entire church.”  
Paul discussed the subject of spiritual gifts, particularly 
speaking in tongues and prophecy, because the Corinthians 
had placed an excessive emphasis on speaking in tongues. 
Paul did not object to speaking in tongues (1 Corinthians 
14:18; 1 Corinthians 14:39), but he did point out that, since 
it was generally incomprehensible, the church could not be 
edified by it. Prophecy, which consisted of comprehensible 
speech inspired by the Spirit, contributed to the mutual  
edification, encouragement, and consolation of all present  
(1 Corinthians 14:20-25; 1 Corinthians 14:39). 
Paul reminds us of the importance of using our spiritual gifts 
for the benefit of others. Although it is easy to get  
sidetracked, we must remain focused on the task at hand. If 
we are not using our spiritual gifts for building up other  
believers we are off target. Worse still is not using our  
spiritual gifts at all. The church misses out on a blessing each 
time a believer shelves his or her spiritual gift. 
 
THE CONTENT OF PROPHECY 
 We know only a little about the content of prophecies 
uttered in the first-century church. Prophetic utterance  
occasionally provided divine guidance in making important 
decisions in early Christianity. Through a prophetic utterance, 
Paul and Barnabas were selected for a particular mission 
(Acts 13:1-3; compare to 1 Timothy 1:18; 1 Timothy 4:14). 
Probably through prophetic utterance, Paul and Timothy were 
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HOSPITALITY 
 

 In Bible times hospitality was not merely a gracious act, it 
was a necessity. There were no motels or hotels as we know 
them, only a very few crude inns without bathrooms,  
bedrooms, or restaurants. Strangers were to be treated as 
guests, and the host was expected not only to house them but 
also to feed them and protect them. Hospitality was known as 
the “love of strangers.” We have set this kind of hospitality 
aside today, for we have developed an unfortunate distrust of 
strangers. But we are still to be hospitable, that is, graciously 
receiving others into our homes, feeding them, sometimes 
housing them, always making them feel the warmth of  
welcome. The ultimate hospitality is God’s, for he has  
promised to receive into his eternal home in heaven those of 
us who love him and accept his Son. 
  
 This biblical concept is often used with the terms “guest,” 
“stranger,” and “sojourner.” “Hospitality” in this sense means 
benevolence done to a foreigner or individuals outside one’s 
normal circle of friends, as the literal meaning of the Greek 
word, “love of strangers,” implies. Although the concept is  
thoroughly endorsed in the Bible, it is clearly found in 
nonbiblical cultures as well, especially among the nomadic 
peoples, who recognize obligations to provide food, shelter, 
and protection. 
The normal exercise of hospitality in the Old Testament can be 
seen in the examples of Abraham and the three visitors 
(Genesis 18:2-8, 18:16), Laban’s reception of Abraham’s  
servant (24:15-61), and Manoah’s treatment of the angel 
(Judges 13:15). But there are also extreme cases in which the 
host felt compelled to protect his guest, despite bringing harm 
to his own family (Genesis 19:1-8; Judges 19:14-24). The 
hospitality of the Shunammite family is also noteworthy,  
although Elisha was no stranger to them (2 Kings 4:10). 
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unmarried, use your special opportunity to serve Christ  
wholeheartedly. 
 
A GOOD REASON TO REMAIN SINGLE IS TO USE THE 
TIME AND FREEDOM TO SERVE GOD. 
 When Paul says the unmarried person does even better, 
he is talking about the potential time available for service to  
God. The single person does not have the responsibility of 
caring for a spouse and raising a family. Singleness,  
however, does not ensure service to God-involvement in 
service depends on the commitment of the individual.  
 
HOW CAN GOD HELP ME ACCEPT MY SINGLENESS? 
1 Corinthians 7:17 . . . You must accept whatever situation 
the Lord has put you in. 
1 Corinthians 7:7-8 . . . I wish everyone could get along  
without marrying, just as I do. But we are not all the same. 
God gives some the gift of marriage, and to others he gives 
the gift of singleness. Now I say to those who aren’t married 
and to widows-it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am. 
Sometimes when we desperately want something we forget 
to see the gift of our current situation. Paul found that his  
singleness was an advantage in pursuing his call of  
establishing churches. Step back and look for how God might 
use you in your current single state. 
 
HOW DO I AVOID BITTERNESS OVER BEING SINGLE? 
Hebrews 12:15 . . . Look after each other so that none of you 
will miss out on the special favor of God. Watch out that no 
bitter root of unbelief rises up among you, for whenever it 
springs up, many are corrupted by its poison. 
God tells us to look out for each other. The suggestion is that 
we share our burdens with one another. Get involved with 
groups where you feel safe to share your feelings and can 
have them support you and pray for you. 
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 forbidden to preach the gospel in Asia (Acts 16:6), and the 
Spirit similarly prevented them from going into Bithynia (Acts 
16:7). Perhaps the most frequent use of prophecy is the  
prediction of the future. Agabus predicted a universal famine 
(Acts 11:28) and the imminent arrest of Paul (Acts 21:11). 
Other prophets had also predicted his impending  
imprisonment (Acts 20:23). The prophecies contained in the 
Revelation of John are all oriented toward the promise of  
future events that will gradually unfold in the last days. Yet 
the purpose of John’s elaborate prophecy is not to satisfy 
the curiosity of his audience but rather to comfort and  
encourage them in the midst of persecution. 
 
THE FORM OF PROPHECY 
Unlike the prophets of the Old Testament, Christian prophets 
did not always present their message in the form of a direct 
speech from God or Jesus. There are few, if any, formal  
indicators of the presence of prophetic speech in early  
Christian literature. The book of Revelation is one notable 
exception. 
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EVANGELIST 
 

 Evangelist is a New Testament term referring to one 
who proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ. There are only 
three occurrences of the term in the New Testament. The 
apostle Paul exhorted the Ephesian church to walk worthy of 
their calling (Ephesians 4:1-12). The exhortation stressed 
the gifts of the Spirit given to each member of the body of 
Christ at Ephesus. Paul explained that the ascended Christ 
has given “some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teach-
ers” (Ephesians 4:11, NASB). Paul was saying that Christ 
calls persons to these ministries and gives them to the 
church. The evangelist is one of Christ’s gifts to the church. 
The meaning of the term indicates that the task of such a  
person is to function as a spokesperson for the church in  
proclaiming the gospel to the world. An evangelist is similar to 
an apostle in function, except that being an apostle involved a 
personal relationship to Jesus during his earthly ministry 
(Acts 1:21-22). The role of the evangelist differs from the role 
of the pastor/teacher. The evangelist makes the initial  
proclamation of the news of Christ, and the pastor/teacher 
provides continuing follow-up ministry that develops maturity 
in the believer. The reference to Philip the evangelist (Acts 
21:8) supports the idea of evangelism as a gifted ministry to 
which Christ calls some in the church. 
 
More than one gift or ministry may be performed by the same 
person. Paul charged Timothy with his responsibilities as a 
pastor and teacher, and also exhorted him to “do the work of 
an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5). Therefore, “evangelist” can 
refer to a person called to that distinct ministry, and also to a 
function that may be performed. 
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1 Corinthians 7:1-11 
KEY VERSE: This is only my suggestion. It’s not meant to be 
an absolute rule. I wish everyone could get along without  
marrying, just as I do. But we are not all the same. God gives 
some the gift of marriage, and to others he gives the gift of  
singleness. (1 Corinthians 7:6-7) 
 
BOTH MARRIAGE AND SINGLENESS ARE GIFTS FROM 
GOD. 
 One is not morally better than the other, and both are 
valuable for accomplishing God’s purposes. It is important for 
us, therefore, to accept our present situation. When Paul said 
he wished that all people were like him (i.e., unmarried), he 
was expressing his desire that more people would devote 
themselves completely to the ministry without the added  
concerns of spouse and family, as he had done. He was not 
criticizing marriage-after all, it is God’s created way of  
providing companionship and populating the earth. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
KEY VERSE: Now let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: 
The time that remains is very short, so husbands should not let 
marriage be their major concern. Happiness or sadness or 
wealth should not keep anyone from doing God’s work. Those 
in frequent contact with the things of the world should make 
good use of them without becoming attached to them, for this 
world and all it contains will pass away.  
(1 Corinthians 7:29-31) 
 
WITH CHRIST, IT IS POSSIBLE TO LIVE A FULFILLING 
SINGLE LIFE. 
 Some single people feel tremendous pressure to be  
married. They think their life can be complete only with a 
spouse. But Paul underlines one advantage of being single-the 
potential of a greater focus on Christ and his work. If you are  
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CELIBACY (SINGLENESS) 
 
 Singles include those who have never married, those who 
are divorced, and those who are widowed. The Bible does not 
set forth either singleness or marriage as the absolute standard 
for everyone. Rather, Scripture teaches that each individual 
must seek the will of God for his or her life. For some, this will 
lead to marriage. For others, it will lead to a single life. Single or 
married, our purpose is the same: to honor and serve God and 
to help others. 
 
WHAT DOES GOD SAY TO THOSE WHO DO NOT MARRY? 
Matthew 19:1-12 
KEY VERSE: Some are born as eunuchs, some have been 
made that way by others, and some choose not to marry for the 
sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let anyone who can, accept 
this statement. (Matthew 19:12) 
 
MARRIAGE IS NOT AUTOMATICALLY BETTER THAN  
SINGLENESS. 
 Although divorce was relatively easy in Old Testament 
times (Matthew 19:7), it is not what God originally intended. 
Couples should decide against divorce from the start and build 
their marriage on mutual commitment. There are also many 
good reasons for not marrying; one is to have more time to 
work for God’s kingdom. Don’t assume that God wants  
everyone to marry. For many it may be better if they don’t. Be 
sure that you prayerfully seek God’s will before you plunge into 
the lifelong commitment of marriage. 
Some have physical limitations that prevent their marrying, 
while others choose not to marry because, in their particular 
situation, they can serve God better as single people. Jesus 
was not teaching us to avoid marriage because it is  
inconvenient or takes away our freedom. That would be  
selfishness. But singleness is sometimes a wise choice. 
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PRINCIPLES OF EVANGELISM 
 
HOW SHOULD THE GOSPEL BE PRESENTED? 
Matthew 13:1-23 
KEY VERSE: But some seeds fell on fertile soil and produced 
a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted. (Matthew 13:8) 
 
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE CANNOT BE REDUCED TO A 
SIMPLE FORMULA. 
 This parable should encourage spiritual “sowers"-those 
who teach, preach, and lead others. The farmer sowed good 
seed, but not all the seed sprouted, and even the plants that 
grew had varying yields. Don’t be discouraged if you do not 
always see results as you faithfully teach the Word. Belief  
cannot be forced to follow a mathematical formula (i.e., a 4:1 
ratio of seeds planted to seeds sprouted). Rather, it is a  
miracle of God’s Holy Spirit as he uses your words to lead  
others to him. 
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE MUST BE GIVEN TO CREATE 
SOME RESPONSE. 
The four types of soil represent different responses to God’s 
message. People respond differently because they are in  
different states of readiness. Some are hardened, others are 
shallow, others are contaminated by distracting worries, and 
some are receptive. How has God’s Word taken root in your 
life? What kind of soil are you? 
 
John 4:1-26 
KEY VERSE: “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me some of 
that water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to 
come here to haul water.” (John 4:15) 
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SOMETIMES RESULTS OF EVANGELISM TAKE TIME 
AND PATIENCE. 
 The woman mistakenly believed that if she received the 
water Jesus offered, she would not have to return to the well 
each day. She was interested in Jesus’ message because 
she thought it could make her life easier. But if that were  
always the case, people would accept Christ’s message for 
the wrong reasons. Christ did not come to take away chal-
lenges, but to change us on the inside and to empower us to 
deal with problems from God’s perspective. 
This woman did not immediately understand what Jesus was 
talking about. It takes time to accept something that changes 
the very foundations of your life. Jesus allowed the woman 
time to ask questions and put pieces together for herself. 
Sharing the gospel will not always have immediate results. 
When you ask people to let Jesus change their lives, give 
them time to weigh the matter. 
 
PEOPLE IN EVANGELISM 
 
HOW CAN CHRISTIANS BE INVOLVED IN EVANGELISM? 
Matthew 9:35-38 
KEY VERSE: He said to his disciples, “The harvest is so 
great, but the workers are so few. So pray to the Lord who is 
in charge of the harvest; ask him to send out more workers 
for his fields.” (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 
CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE 
TO PASS ON THE GOSPEL. 
 Jesus needs gifted workers who know how to deal with 
people’s problems. We can comfort others and show them 
the way to live because we have been helped with our  
problems by God and his laborers (2 Corinthians 1:3-7). 
Jesus looked at the crowds following him and referred to  
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 overwhelmed by responsibilities, determine your God-given 
abilities and priorities and then find others to help. Notice the 
requirements for the men who were to handle the feeding  
program: (1) good, with reputations for being honest; (2) full of 
the Holy Spirit; and (3) wise. 
 
  We too must look for honest, spiritually mature, and wise 
men and women to lead our churches. If you are not in  
leadership, you have gifts that can be used by God in various 
areas of the church’s ministry. Offer these gifts in service to 
him.  
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
HOW DO I HANDLE BEING IN CHARGE? 
Exodus 18:13-26 
KEY VERSE: Now let me give you a word of advice, and may 
God be with you. You should continue to be the people’s  
representative before God, bringing him their questions to be 
decided. You should tell them God’s decisions, teach them 
God’s laws and instructions, and show them how to conduct 
their lives. (Exodus 18:19-20) 
 
EVEN MOSES NEEDED HELP. 
 Moses was spending so much time and energy hearing 
complaints by the Hebrews that he could not get to other  
important work. Jethro suggested that Moses delegate most 
of this work to others and focus his efforts on jobs only he 
could do. People in positions of responsibility sometimes feel 
they are the only ones who can do necessary tasks; but  
others are capable of handling part of the load. Delegation 
relieved Moses’ stress and improved the quality of the  
government of the people. It helped prepare them for the  
system of government set up in Canaan. Proper delegation 
can multiply your effectiveness while giving others a chance 
to grow. 
 
Acts 6:1-4 
KEY VERSE: Now look around among yourselves, brothers, 
and select seven men who are well respected and are full of 
the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put them in charge of this 
business. (Acts 6:3) 
 
RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD BE THE MARK OF EVERY 
WORKER’S EFFORTS. 
 If you are in a position of leadership and find yourself 
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them as a field ripe for harvest. Many people are ready to 
give their lives to Christ if someone would show them how. 
Jesus commands us to pray that people will respond to this 
need for workers. Often, when we pray for something, God 
answers our prayers by using us. Be prepared for God to use 
you to show another person the way to him. 
 
 
 Matthew 28:16-20 
KEY VERSE: Therefore, go and make disciples of all the  
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-
20) 
 
JESUS COMMANDED HIS FOLLOWERS TO CARRY OUT 
EVANGELISM. 
 God gave Jesus authority over heaven and earth. On 
the basis of that authority, Jesus told his disciples to make 
more disciples as they preached, baptized, and taught. With 
this same authority, Jesus still commands us to tell others the 
Good News and make them disciples for the kingdom. 
 
EVANGELISM IS WORLDWIDE WORK. 
When someone is dying or leaving us, his or her last words 
are very important. Jesus left the disciples with these last 
words of instruction: they were under his authority; they were 
to make more disciples; they were to baptize and teach these 
new disciples to obey Christ; Christ would be with them  
always. Whereas in previous missions Jesus had sent his  
disciples only to the Jews (Matthew 10:5-6), their mission 
from now on would be worldwide. Jesus is Lord of the earth, 
and he died for the sins of people from all nations. 
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EVANGELISM IS FOR ALL CHRISTIANS. 
 We are to go-whether it is next door or to another 
country-and make disciples. It is not an option, but a  
command to all who call Jesus “Lord.” We are not all  
evangelists in the formal sense, but we have all received 
gifts that we can use to help fulfil the great commission. As 
we obey, we have comfort in the knowledge that Jesus is 
always with us.  
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by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ 
our Lord has done for us. (Romans 5:1) 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH RESTS ON WHAT CHRIST HAS DONE. 
 As Paul states clearly in 1 Corinthians 13:13, faith, hope, 
and love are at the heart of the Christian life. Our relationship 
with God begins with faith, which helps us realize that we are 
delivered from our past by Christ’s death. Hope grows as we 
learn all that God has in mind for us; it gives us the promise of 
the future. And God’s love fills our life and gives us the ability to 
reach out to others. 
 
Hebrews 10:19-39 
KEY VERSE: A righteous person will live by faith. But I will have 
no pleasure in anyone who turns away. (Hebrews 10:38) 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH GROWS UNDER PRESSURE. 
 Hebrews encourages believers to persevere in their  
Christian faith and conduct when facing persecution and  
pressure. We don’t usually think of suffering as good for us, but 
it can build our character and our patience. During times of 
great stress, we may feel God’s presence more clearly and find 
help from Christians we never thought would care. Knowing that 
Jesus is with us in our suffering and that he will return one day 
to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith and our  
relationship with him (see Romans 5:3-5). 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH BECOMES STRONGER THROUGH  
ENDURANCE. 
 The writer encourages his readers not to abandon their 
faith in times of persecution, but to show by their endurance 
that their faith is real. Faith means resting in what Christ has 
done for us in the past, but it also means hoping for what he will 
do for us in the future (see Romans 8:12-25; Galatians 3:10-
13). 
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to have the right answers about Christ. Let your life show that 
God’s power is really working in you. 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH 
 
HOW CAN WE KNOW OUR FAITH IS EFFECTIVE? 
Luke 17:1-10 
KEY VERSE: One day the apostles said to the Lord, “We need 
more faith; tell us how to get it.” (Luke 17:5) 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH DEPENDS ON GOD. 
 The disciples’ request was genuine; they wanted the faith 
necessary for radical forgiveness. But Jesus didn’t directly  
answer their question because the amount of faith is not as 
important as its genuineness. What is faith? It is total  
dependence on God and a willingness to do his will. Faith is 
not something we use to put on a show for others. It is  
complete and humble obedience to God’s will, readiness to do 
whatever he calls us to do. The amount of faith isn’t as  
important as the right kind of faith-faith in our all-powerful God. 
 
EFFECTIVE FAITH IS MORE CONCERNED WITH ITS LIFE 
THAN ITS SIZE. 
 A mustard seed is small, but it is alive and growing. Like 
a tiny seed, a small amount of genuine faith in God will take 
root and grow. Almost invisible at first, it will begin to spread, 
first under the ground and then visibly. Although each change 
will be gradual and imperceptible, soon this faith will have  
produced major results that will uproot and destroy competing 
loyalties. We don’t need more faith; a tiny seed of faith is 
enough, if it is alive and growing. 
 
Romans 5:1-11 
KEY VERSE: Since we have been made right in God’s sight  
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TEACHER 
 
 It happens formally in schools and classrooms; it  
happens informally in playgrounds and backyards. It happens 
intentionally when students enrol in courses of study; it  
happens unintentionally when children watch TV. Whether or 
not we are careful about who we learn from, teaching plays a 
critical role in all our lives. In the Bible, God reveals himself as 
a teaching God. From the writings of the Old Testament to the 
teaching ministry of Jesus and the apostles, God encourages 
the intentional and accurate teaching of truth. He warns us to 
be wary of false teaching that can distort our thinking and val-
ues and lead our soul to destruction. 
 
 Teachers kept the values and collective knowledge and 
learning of a nation and passed them on to each new  
generation. In Old Testament times the first teachers were  
often parents (Deuteronomy 6:7, 20-25; Deuteronomy  
11:19-21). Leaders like Moses and Aaron were told to teach 
the Israelites (Leviticus 10:11). Later the priests and Levites 
had a teaching function (Deuteronomy 24:8; 33:8-10;  
2 Chronicles 17:7-9; Ezra 44:23; Micah 3:11). God himself is 
thought of as a teacher (Psalms 25:8, 12; 27:11; 32:8; 86:11; 
Isaiah 2:3). 
 In the New Testament the Greek words for 
“teacher” (noun) and “to teach” (verb) are widely used. John 
the Baptist was called a teacher (Luke 3:12). The term is used 
more than thirty times of Jesus (Matthew 4:23; 5:2; 7:29; 
9:35; 11:1; Mark 1:21; 2:13; 4:1-2; 6:2, 6, 34; Luke 4:15, 31; 
5:3; 6:6; John 6:59; 7:14, 28; etc.). People recognized his 
teaching as authoritative (Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22; Luke 
4:32). Even as a boy of twelve, he talked with the teachers of 
the law in the temple (Luke 2:46). These teachers of the law 
were often associated with the Pharisees (Luke 5:17); for  
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example, Gamaliel was a Pharisee and a teacher of the law 
(Acts 5:34).  
 
The term “rabbi” was often used to mean teacher. The 
rabbi was held in great honor. In the early church the 
teacher was well-known and respected (Acts 13:1;  
1 Corinthians 12:28-29; Ephesians 4:11; 2 Timothy 
1:11; James 3:1). 
 
J.I.Packer theology: 
 Out of Jesus’ witness to his Father, to people’s need, 
and to his own role, three theological themes take form: 
1. The kingdom of God. This is a relational reality that came 
with Jesus as the fulfilment of God’s plan for history, of 
which Old Testament prophets had constantly spoken  
(Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-7; 11:1–12:6; 42:1-9; 49:1-7; Jer. 23:5-6). 
The kingdom is present with Jesus; his miracles are signs 
of it (Matt. 11:12; 12:28; Luke 16:16; 17:20-21). The  
kingdom becomes real and crucial in a person’s life when 
he or she submits in faith to the lordship of Christ, a  
momentous commitment that brings salvation and eternal 
life (Mark 10:17-27; John 5:24). The kingdom will be 
preached and will grow (Matt. 24:14; 13:31-33) until the 
Son of Man, now reigning in heaven, reappears for  
judgment and, in the case of his faithful servants, for joy 
(Matt. 13:24-43, 47-50). 
2. The saving work of Jesus. Having come down from 
heaven at the Father’s will to bring chosen sinners to glory, 
Jesus died for them, calls and draws them to himself,  
forgives their sins, and keeps them safe till the day of their 
resurrection, glorification, and introduction into heaven’s 
happiness (Luke 5:20, 23; 7:48; John 6:37-40, 44-45; 
10:14-18, 27-29; 12:32; 17:1-26). 
 
 

29 

Exodus 14:1-31 
KEY VERSE: As Pharaoh and his army approached, the  
people of Israel could see them in the distance, marching  
toward them. The people began to panic, and they cried out 
to the LORD for help. Then they turned against Moses and 
complained, “Why did you bring us out here to die in the  
wilderness? Weren’t there enough graves for us in Egypt? 
Why did you make us leave?” (Exodus 14:10-11) 
 
INEFFECTIVE FAITH IS MARKED BY A LACK OF TRUST 
IN GOD. 
 Trapped against the sea, the Israelites faced the  
Egyptian army sweeping in for the kill. The Israelites thought 
they were doomed. After watching God’s powerful hand  
deliver them from Egypt, their only response was fear,  
whining, and despair. Where was their trust in God? Israel 
had to learn from repeated experience that God was able to 
provide for them. God has preserved these examples in the 
Bible so that we can learn to trust him the first time. By  
focusing on God’s faithfulness in the past we can face crises 
with confidence rather than with fear and complaining. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
KEY VERSE: I will come-and soon-if the Lord will let me, and 
then I’ll find out whether these arrogant people are just big 
talkers or whether they really have God’s power. (1 Corin-
thians 4:19) 
 
INEFFECTIVE FAITH SELDOM GOES BEYOND WORDS. 
 Some people talk a lot about faith, but that’s all it is-talk. 
They may know all the right words to say, but their lives don’t 
reflect God’s power. Paul says that the kingdom of God is to 
be lived, not just discussed. There is a big difference between 
knowing the right words and living them out. Don’t be content  
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FAITH 
 

 Faith is more than just believing; it is trusting our very 
lives to what we believe. For example, we can believe that 
someone can walk across a deep gorge on a tightrope. But are 
we willing to trust that person to carry us across? Faith says 
yes. Faith in God says that we are willing to trust God with our 
very lives. We are willing to follow his guidelines for living as 
outlined in the Bible because we have the conviction that this 
will be best for us. We are even willing to endure ridicule and 
persecution for our faith because we are so sure that what we 
believe is true and that the Christian life is what is best for us 
eternally. 
 
HOW CAN WE KNOW OUR FAITH IS INEFFECTIVE? 
Genesis 16:1-16 
KEY VERSE: Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian 
servant and gave her to Abram as a wife. (This happened ten 
years after Abram first arrived in the land of Canaan.) 
(Genesis 16:3) 
 
INEFFECTIVE FAITH ATTEMPTS TO ANTICIPATE GOD’S 
PLAN. 
 Sarai took matters into her own hands by giving Hagar to 
Abram. Like Abram she had trouble believing God’s promise 
that was apparently directed specifically toward Abram and 
Sarai. Out of this lack of faith came a series of problems. This 
invariably happens when we take over for God, trying to make 
his promise come true through efforts that are not in line with 
his specific directions. In this case, time was the greatest test 
of Abram and Sarai’s willingness to let God work in their lives. 
Sometimes we too must simply wait. When we ask God for 
something and have to wait, it is a temptation to take matters 
into our own hands and interfere with God’s plans. 
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3. The ethics of God’s family. The new life, which comes to 
sinners as a gift of God’s free grace, must be expressed in a 
new life-style. Those who live by grace must practice  
gratitude; those who have been greatly loved must show great 
love to others; those who live by being forgiven must  
themselves forgive; those who know God as their loving  
heavenly Father must accept his providences without  
bitterness, honoring him at all times by trusting in his  
protecting care. In a word, God’s children must be like their  
Father and their Savoir, which means being utterly unlike the 
world (Matt. 5:43-48; 6:12-15; 18:21-35; 20:26-28; 22:35-40). 
This article was excerpted from Concise Theology: A Guide to 
Historic Christian Beliefs by J. I. Packer.  
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PASTOR 
 

 This term literally means “shepherd.” It is used in both the 
Old Testament and New Testament in a figurative sense for 
rulers and leaders. Most often the word is used in the New 
Testament as a metaphor for “leader.” It is translated as 
“pastor” only in Ephesians 4:11 (also in KJV, ASV, RSV, NIV, 
TEV). 
Pastors and teachers together formed a group who  
complemented the work of apostles, prophets, and  
evangelists. The titles “bishop” and “elder” refer to the same 
office in the New Testament (Acts 20:17, 28), and “pastor” 
seems to be practically synonymous with them, as shown by 
Jesus being referred to as “the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls” (1 Peter 2:25, KJV).  
The verb “to shepherd” is used to describe the work of local 
church leaders (20:28; 1 Peter 5:2), and often the  
congregation is called a flock. It is the pastor’s responsibility to 
build up the body of Christ by watching over the congregation 
(Hebrews 13:7) and countering false teaching (Acts 20:29-
30). More detailed information regarding the duties and  
responsibilities of pastors is found in Paul’s letters to Timothy 
and Titus, which have come to be called the Pastoral Letters. 
 
WHO PASTORS ARE 
 
WHAT CHARACTERISTICS SHOULD MARK A PASTOR’S 
LIFE? 
Titus 1:5-9 
KEY VERSE: I left you on the island of Crete so you could 
complete our work there and appoint elders in each town as I 
instructed you. (Titus 1:5) 
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“Benefactor.") But among Christians, the leader is to be the 
one who serves best. There are different styles of  
leadership-some lead through public speaking, some through 
administering, some through relationships-but every Christian 
leader needs a servant’s heart. Ask the people you lead how 
you can serve them better. 
 
EVERY BELIEVER HAS AN IMPORTANT AREA OF  
SERVICE. 
 Using the analogy of the body, Paul emphasizes the  
importance of each church member. If a seemingly  
insignificant part is taken away, the whole body becomes less 
effective. Thinking that your gift is more important than  
someone else’s is an expression of spiritual pride. We should 
not look down on those who seem unimportant, and we 
should not be jealous of others who have impressive gifts. 
Instead, we should use the gifts we have been given and  
encourage others to use theirs. If we don’t, the body of  
believers will be less effective.  
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EFFECTIVE LEADERS RECOGNIZE THEIR LIMITATIONS. 
 It was a tremendous burden for Moses to lead the nation 
by himself. He could not accomplish the task single-handedly. 
Like nations, as organizations and churches grow, they be-
come increasingly complex. Conflicting needs and quarrels 
arise. No longer can one leader make all the decisions. Like 
Moses, you may have a natural tendency to try to do all the 
work alone. You may be afraid or embarrassed to ask for 
help. Moses made a wise decision to share the leadership 
with others. Rather than trying to handle larger  
responsibilities alone, look for ways of sharing the load so 
that others may exercise their God-given gifts and abilities. 
 
EFFECTIVE LEADERS CULTIVATE GOOD CHARACTER 
QUALITIES. 
 Moses identified some of the inner qualities of good 
leaders: (1) wisdom, (2) understanding, and (3) respect. 
These characteristics differ markedly from the ones that often 
help elect leaders today: good looks, wealth, popularity,  
willingness to do anything to get to the top. The qualities 
Moses identified should be evident in us as we lead, and we 
should look for them in those we elect to positions of  
leadership. 
 
Luke 22:7-38 
KEY VERSE: Jesus told them, “In this world the kings and 
great men order their people around, and yet they are called 
’friends of the people.’ ” (Luke 22:25) 
 
EFFECTIVE LEADERS ARE SERVANTS. 
 The world’s system of leadership is very different from 
leadership in God’s kingdom. Worldly leaders are often  
selfish and arrogant as they claw their way to the top. (Some 
kings in the ancient world gave themselves the title  
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PASTORS SHOULD MODEL PERSONAL OBEDIENCE TO 
GOD. 
 Paul briefly described some qualifications that the elders 
or overseers should have. Paul had given Timothy a similar set 
of instructions for the church in Ephesus (see 1 Timothy 3:1-7; 
5:22). Notice that most of the qualifications involve character, 
not knowledge or skill. A person’s lifestyle and relationships 
provide a window into his or her character. Consider these 
qualifications as you evaluate a person for a position of  
leadership in your church. It is important to have leaders who 
can effectively preach God’s Word, but it is even more  
important to have those who can live out God’s Word and be 
examples for others to follow. 
 
CHURCH LEADERS SHOULD BE REFLECTIONS OF GOD’S 
TRUTH. 
 To be a church leader ("elder") is a heavy responsibility 
because the church belongs to the living God. Church leaders 
should not be elected because they are popular, nor should 
they be allowed to push their way to the top. Instead, they 
should be chosen by the church because of the respect for the 
truth, both in what they believe and in how they live. 
 
CHURCH LEADERS SHOULD BE FAITHFUL TO FAMILY 
RESPONSIBILITIES. 
 Christian workers and volunteers sometimes make the 
mistake of thinking their work is so important that they are  
justified in ignoring their families. Spiritual leadership, however, 
must begin at home. If a man is not willing to care for,  
discipline, and teach his children, he is not qualified to lead the 
church. Don’t allow your volunteer activities to detract from your 
family responsibilities. 
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Micah 3:1-12 
KEY VERSE: You rulers govern for the bribes you can get; 
you priests teach God’s laws only for a price; you prophets 
won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you claim you 
are depending on the LORD. “No harm can come to us,” you 
say, “for the LORD is here among us.” (Micah 3:11) 
 
PASTORS ARE TO LEAD OTHERS TOWARD GOD. 
 Micah denounced the sins of the leaders, priests, and 
prophets -those responsible for teaching the people right 
from wrong. These leaders, who should have known the law 
and taught it to the people, had set the law aside and had 
become the worst of sinners. They were taking advantage of 
the very people they were supposed to serve. All sin is bad, 
but the sin that leads others astray is the worst of all. 
 
PASTORS SHOULD RELY ON GOD FOR HELP AND 
POWER. 
 Micah attributed the power of his ministry to the Spirit 
of the Lord. Our power comes from the same source. Jesus 
told his followers they would receive power to witness about 
him when the Holy Spirit came on them (Acts 1:8). You 
can’t witness effectively by relying on your own strength,  
because fear will keep you from speaking out for God. Only 
by relying on the power of the Holy Spirit can you live and 
witness for him. 
 
PASTORS MUST STAND UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT. 
 Micah warned the leaders, priests, and prophets of his 
day to avoid bribes. Pastors today accept bribes when they 
allow those who contribute much to control the church. 
When fear of losing money or members influences pastors 
to remain silent instead of speaking up for what is right, their 
churches are in danger. We should remember that Judah  
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Romans 14:10 . . . Why do you condemn another Christian? 
Why do you look down on another Christian? 
Don’t be quick to criticize. 
 
2 Samuel 12:1-13 . . . The Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell 
David this story. 
Hold them accountable. 
 
Exodus 39:32-43 
KEY VERSE: Moses inspected all their work and blessed them 
because it had been done as the LORD had commanded him. 
(Exodus 39:43) 
 
EFFECTIVE LEADERS DELEGATE. 
 Moses had learned his management lesson well. He 
gave important responsibilities to others and then trusted them 
to do the job. Great leaders, like Moses, give plans and  
direction while letting others participate on the team. If you are 
a leader, trust your assistants with key responsibilities. 
 
EFFECTIVE LEADERS APPRECIATE THE WORK OF  
OTHERS. 
 Moses inspected the finished work, saw that it was done 
the way God wanted, and then blessed the people. A good 
leader follows up on assigned tasks and gives rewards for 
good work. In whatever responsible position you find yourself, 
follow up to make sure that tasks are completed as intended, 
and show your appreciation to the people who have helped. 
 
Deuteronomy 1:9-18 
KEY VERSE: At that time I told you, “You are too great a bur-
den for me to carry all by myself.” (Deuteronomy 1:9) 
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LEADERSHIP 
 

 Leadership comes in many varieties and intensities. It is 
sometimes defined as the ability to create in others the desire 
to follow. People tend to follow men and women who know 
where they are going and why. Whenever others will follow 
your direction or your thinking, you are in a leadership role. 
Therefore, leaders need to know what they believe and why. 
As a Christian witness, you are a leader, one who shows  
others how to follow Christ. God is our leader in all that relates 
to spiritual life-providing his Word for direction, his Son to show 
us the way, and his wisdom and help through the Holy Spirit. 
 
WHAT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD OUR  
LEADERS? 
Hebrews 13:17 . . . Obey your spiritual leaders and do what 
they say. Their work is to watch over your souls. 
 
Romans 13:1-5 . . . Obey the government, for God is the one 
who put it there. 
Work with leaders rather than against them to effect change. 
 
HOW SHOULD WE TREAT OUR LEADERS? 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 . . . Honor those who are your  
leaders in the Lord’s work . . . Think highly of them and give 
them your wholehearted love because of their work. 
 
Exodus 17:10-13 . . . They stood on each side, holding up his 
hands until sunset. 
Encourage them. 
 
Hebrews 13:18-19 . . . Pray for us . . . I especially need your 
prayers right now. 
Pray for them. 
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was finally destroyed because of the behavior of its religious 
leaders. A similar warning must be directed at those who have 
money-never use your resources to influence or manipulate 
God’s ministers-that is bribery. 
 
Acts 20:17-38 
KEY VERSE: Now beware! Be sure that you feed and shep-
herd God’s flock-his church, purchased with his blood-over 
whom the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders. (Acts 
20:28) 
 
PASTORS ARE TO TEACH GOD’S PEOPLE BY WORD 
AND EXAMPLE. 
 These Ephesian elders were told by Paul to feed the  
believers under their care by teaching them God’s Word and to 
shepherd them by being examples of God’s love. All leaders of 
the church carry these two major responsibilities-to nourish 
others with God’s truth and to exemplify God’s truth at work in 
their lives. God’s truth must be talked out and lived out.  
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EXHORTATION 
 

 Translation of a Greek word literally meaning “a calling 
of someone alongside to help.” Its primary meaning in the NT 
is the urging of someone to do something—particularly some 
ethical course of action. In some contexts, the same Greek 
word may also include the idea of comforting and consoling. 
The given context will determine which meaning to use. 
 
A passage that most clearly illustrates “exhortation” in the 
sense of inciting or spurring people on to action is Luke 3:7-
18. John the Baptist exhorts his Jewish hearers to bring about 
good actions in keeping with repentance, to stop resting on 
descent from Abraham as protection from punishment for sin, 
and to share clothing and food. He exhorted tax gatherers to 
collect no more money than they had a right to take, and  
soldiers not to take money from anyone by force, not to  
accuse anyone falsely, and to be content with their wages. 
 The ability to exhort is a spiritual gift that God has given 
to some in the church for the benefit of the whole (Romans 
12:8). In addition, exhortation is one of the results of a proper 
use of the gift of prophecy, as seen in 1 Corinthians 14:3, 
31. It was also one of the responsibilities that Paul  
commanded of Timothy: “Give attention to the public reading 
of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching” (1 Timothy 4:13, 
NASB). The writer to the Hebrews also refers to an  
exhortation addressed to the readers in case they disregard 
the discipline of the Lord or “faint“ (grow tired or despair) 
when they are corrected (Hebrews 12:5, KJV). 
In 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 the Greek word for exhortation is used 
in the sense of consolation or encouragement. The context is 
one in which serious suffering for Christ is evident. Paul said 
that God encourages us in our times of testing so that we 
may be able to do the same for those experiencing similar 
trials.  
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Exodus 22:29; 23:19 . . . As you harvest each of your crops, 
bring me a choice sample of the first day’s harvest. 
We should give a tithe because it demonstrates that God is 
first in our lives. 
 
1 Chronicles 29:6-14 . . . Everything we have has come from 
you, and we give you only what you have already given us! 
We should give because it reminds us that the things we have 
are not what is most important. 
 
Psalm 54:6 . . . I will sacrifice a voluntary offering to you. 
We should give out of a grateful heart. 
 
HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE? 
Deuteronomy 14:22-23 . . . You must set aside a tithe of your 
crops-one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each year. 
 
1 Corinthians 16:2 . . . On every Lord’s Day, each of you 
should put aside some amount of money.  
Here we see the first churches that were meeting together on 
Sunday (the Lord’s Day) not the Sabbath. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 . . . You must each make up your own mind 
as to how much you should give. Don’t give reluctantly or in 
response to pressure. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:12 . . . If you are really eager to give, it isn’t 
important how much you are able to give. God wants you to 
give what you have, not what you don’t have. 
While the Old Testament specifically talks about giving  
one-tenth of what we make to God, the New Testament  
encourages us to give what we can, to give sacrificially, and to 
give out of a grateful heart. For many, this will mean giving far 
more than one-tenth! 
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GIVING 
 

 Giving appears on the surface to be sharing possessions, 
wealth, income, and the like. More important, giving is sharing 
self. Giving is a most remarkable concept, originating in the 
heart of a giving God, a God who pours forth more blessings 
on his people than we can ever deserve or expect. The gift of 
life, the gift of love, the gift of salvation, the gift of eternity in 
heaven-all of these are priceless. The possessions we have 
are generally a tangible result of what we have invested in time 
and energy and talent. But who we are-our character-is always 
a direct result of what we have invested of ourselves with God 
and others. And one of the great and unique promises of the 
Bible is that the more we give, the more we receive-not  
necessarily in material possessions, but in spiritual and eternal 
rewards. 
 
WHY SHOULD WE GIVE? 
Malachi 3:10 . . . Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so 
there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do, . . . I will 
open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing 
so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let 
me prove it to you! 
We should give because God commands it. While we should 
never give just to get something in return (for that violates 
 giving as an act of love), God does promise bountiful  
blessings for those who obey this command. Let’s just  
remember that God’s blessing doesn’t always come in the 
form of money. 
 
Luke 21:1-4 . . . “I assure you,” he said, “this poor widow has 
given more than all the rest of them.” 
The model for all giving is the heart of God. He loved so much 
that he gave, not merely possessions or money, but his only 
Son to redeem a lost world. 
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Acts 15:31 refers to the encouragement and consolation that 
came to the church at Antioch when the decree of the  
Jerusalem Council was read in their hearing.  
They had been fearful that the Judaizers might have their way 
and that Christians would be required to become circumcised in 
order to be saved. Another clear illustration of this word  
meaning “comfort” is in 1 Thessalonians 4:18, where Paul  
instructs the believers that those who die in Christ will not miss 
out on the blessings of the day of Christ; he then exhorts 
(encourages) them to “comfort one another with these words.” 
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WORD OF WISDOM 
 
 Wisdom is the ability to direct one’s mind toward a full 
understanding of human life and toward its moral  
fulfillment. Wisdom is a special capacity, necessary for full 
human living; it can be acquired through education and the 
application of the mind. 
 
DIVINE WISDOM 
 Although the term “wisdom” is used primarily in the Old 
Testament with reference to human beings, all wisdom is  
ultimately rooted and grounded in God. Wisdom forms a  
central part of the nature of God. In wisdom God created the 
universe (Proverbs 3:19) and human beings (Psalm 
104:24). Therefore wisdom, in its positive connotations, is 
something inherent in God, reflected in creation, and a part of 
the reason for human existence. 
Wisdom in creation is reflected in the form and order that 
emerged out of primeval chaos. The wisdom of God  
expressed in the creation of humanity means that human life 
may also be marked by form and order, and that meaning in 
life may be found in the created world, which contains marks 
of divine wisdom. The wisdom of God is creative, purposeful, 
and good; it is not merely the intellectual activity of God. The 
potential for human wisdom is rooted in the creation of man-
kind. Created by divine wisdom, human beings have within 
them the God-given capacity for wisdom. Therefore, it is  
impossible to understand human wisdom without first  
grasping its necessary antecedent, divine wisdom. 
 
WISDOM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 The word “wisdom” is used in the New Testament both 
of the wisdom of God and the wisdom of humans. The con-
tinuation of the Old Testament wisdom tradition is found in 
the New Testament’s use of the word in conjunction with God 
and  

37 

Psalm 40:17 . . . I am poor and needy, but the Lord is thinking 
about me right now. 
 
Psalm 72:12 . . . He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; 
he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them. 
Psalm 102:17 . . . He will listen to the prayers of the destitute. 
He will not reject their pleas. 
Psalm 113:6-8 . . . Far below him are the heavens and the 
earth. He stoops to look, and he lifts the poor from the dirt and 
the needy from the garbage dump. He sets them among 
princes. 
 
GOD CARES DEEPLY FOR THE POOR. AND HE COM-
MANDS ALL BELIEVERS TO CARE FOR THEM, TOO. 
 
WHAT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY TO THE POOR? 
Leviticus 25:39 . . . If any of your Israelite relatives go  
bankrupt and sell themselves to you, do not treat them as 
slaves. 
Proverbs 19:17 . . . If you help the poor, you are lending to the 
Lord-and he will repay you! 
 
Proverbs 22:9 . . . Blessed are those who are generous,  
because they feed the poor. 
Isaiah 58:10 . . . Feed the hungry and help those in trouble. 
Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the  
darkness around you will be as bright as day. 
 
Matthew 7:12 . . . Do for others what you would like them to do 
for you. 
 
James 2:1-9 . . . If you pay special attention to the rich, you are 
committing a sin. 
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POVERTY 
 

 To be poor means that something is lacking from our life. 
Often we want to correct what is lacking. The Bible focuses 
primarily on two kinds of poverty—people who are in need of 
basic necessities (like food and clothing) and people who are 
in need of God (for they lack the Holy Spirit’s presence in their 
life). We are called—commanded—to help both of these kinds 
of people as much as we possibly can. Is God calling you to 
give up something so that you can give to those who are poor 
or maybe God is asking you to become like the poor and  
assimilate with them so that they will listen to you and trust 
you. Sometimes it’s not about how much we give, but about 
what we give, maybe God is asking you to give yourself.  
 
I FEEL SO LONELY WHEN I REALIZE HOW SO MANY 
OTHERS SEEM TO HAVE ALL THEY NEED AND I’M 
STRUGGLING. 
Isaiah 25:4 . . . To the poor, O Lord, you are a refuge from the 
storm . . . a shelter from the rain and the heat. 
 
Hebrews 13:5 . . . Stay away from the love of money; be  
satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never fail 
you. I will never forsake you.” 
 
Romans 8:35-37 . . . Does it mean he no longer loves us if we 
have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or are hungry or 
cold or in danger or threatened with death? . . . No, . . .  
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ who loved us. 
 
DOES GOD REALLY CARE ABOUT THE POOR? 
Psalm 35:10 . . . Who else rescues the weak and helpless 
from the strong? Who else protects the poor and needy from 
those who want to rob them? 
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in the positive connotations of the word in relation to human 
beings. But the New Testament also speaks negatively of  
human wisdom. Therefore, Paul described his message as 
being “not in the plausible words of wisdom, but in  
demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Corinthians 
2:4).  
Purely human wisdom has no ultimate merit of its own, and 
Paul quotes the Old Testament to demonstrate that God 
would destroy human wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:19). A clear 
distinction between good and evil wisdom is provided in the 
Letter of James (James 3:13-18). A person whose life  
reflects jealousy and selfish ambition does not have the true 
wisdom of God but is earthly-minded and unspiritual. But true 
wisdom is God-given; this wisdom is “first pure, then  
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity” (James 3:17). 
 
 As wisdom was the primary possession of God, so too it 
was reflected in the life and ministry of Jesus. Jesus, during 
the years of his growth, reflected in his life the increase of  
wisdom (Luke 2:40, 52), and his opponents, as well as his 
friends, recognized the wisdom in his teaching (Matthew 
13:54). 
 Since wisdom is rooted and grounded in God, true and  
spiritual wisdom is God’s gift. It could be seen in the lives and 
words of the servants of God such as Stephen (Acts 6:10) 
and Paul (2 Peter 3:15). Spiritual wisdom, which provided the 
knowledge enabling a person to live fully the life given by 
God, was to be desired for oneself and prayed for in others 
(Colossians 1:9). 
 The most central aspect of wisdom in the New  
Testament is in the gospel of the crucified Christ. In his first 
letter to the Corinthian church, Paul contrasted vividly the 
positive and negative senses of wisdom in proclaiming the 
death of Jesus 
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 Christ. The world did not know God by their own wisdom (1 
Corinthians 1:21); that is, the true revelation of God and his 
redemption of mankind were not revealed to those who sought 
such truth through wisdom alone, namely, through the Greek 
approach to wisdom and philosophy. The gospel was declared 
in preaching, which was, from a strictly philosophical or  
wisdom perspective, a kind of foolishness. And yet the gospel 
of Jesus Christ was both the power of God and the wisdom of 
God (1 Corinthians 1:24). Jesus, for those who believed,  
became the ultimate source of that wisdom that could come 
from God alone (1 Corinthians 1:30).  
 
Ecclesiastes 8:1-8 
KEY VERSE: How wonderful to be wise, to be able to analyze 
and interpret things. Wisdom lights up a person’s face,  
softening its hardness. (Ecclesiastes 8:1) 
 
WISDOM IS THE ABILITY TO SEE LIFE FROM GOD’S  
PERSPECTIVE AND THEN TO KNOW THE BEST COURSE 
OF ACTION TO TAKE. 
 Most people would agree that wisdom is a valuable  
asset, but how can we acquire it? Proverbs 9:10 teaches that 
the reverence and fear of the Lord (respect and honor) are  
basic to all wisdom. Wisdom comes from knowing and trusting 
God; it is not merely the way to find God. Knowing God will 
lead to understanding and then to sharing this knowledge with 
others. 
 
Luke 2:33-40 
KEY VERSE: There the child grew up healthy and strong. He 
was filled with wisdom beyond his years, and God placed his 
special favor upon him. (Luke 2:40) 
 
WE BECOME WISER AS WE BECOME MORE LIKE 
CHRIST. 
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Samaritan showed (Luke 10:36-37). To be full of mercy is a  
distinguishing virtue of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 5:7). 
 
HOW CAN I SHOW MERCY? 
Colossians 3:12-13 . . . Since God chose you to be the holy 
people whom he loves, you must clothe yourselves with  
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and  
patience. You must make allowance for each other’s faults and 
forgive the person who offends you. Remember, the Lord  
forgave you, so you must forgive others. 
I can forgive others. 
 
Matthew 18:33 . . . Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow  
servant, just as I had mercy on you? 
I can share the mercy God has given me. 
 
Micah 6:8 . . . No, O people, the Lord has already told you what 
is good, and this is what he requires: to do what is right, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. 
I can show mercy as an act of obedience to God. 
 
James 3:17 . . . The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to 
yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no 
partiality and is always sincere. 
I can model the kind of mercy that comes from heaven itself. 
 
Zechariah 7:9 . . . This is what the Lord Almighty says: Judge 
fairly and honestly, and show mercy and kindness to one  
another. 
I can show mercy in judging fairly and honestly, and in showing 
kindness to others. 
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MERCY 
Mercy is compassion, poured out on needy people. But the 
mercy of God, which he expects us to model, goes one step 
further. God’s mercy is undeserved favor. Even when we 
don’t deserve mercy, God still extends it to us. Our sin and 
rebellion against God deserve his punishment; but instead he 
offers us forgiveness and eternal life. If God was merciful to-
ward us despite our sin, how merciful should we be toward 
those who have wronged us? If we have this gift then to the 
best of our abilities. 
 
PEOPLE’S RESPONSIBILITY TO SHOW MERCY TO  
OTHERS 
 God has freely extended his mercy to people despite 
their unworthiness or unfaithfulness. As a result, they should 
respond by showing mercy to others, even though they do not 
deserve it or seek it. Indeed, people are commanded to be 
merciful, especially to the poor, the needy, widows, and  
orphans (Proverbs 14:31; 19:17; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 7:9-
10; Colossians 3:12). God regards mercy more than the  
ritual sacrifice (Matthew 9:13). God’s mercy in Christ actually 
puts people under obligation to act toward others as God  
himself has acted toward them. The Lord made mercy a  
foundation for his teaching (Matthew 5:7; 9:13; 12:7; 23:23; 
Luke 6:36; 10:37; James 3:17). His coming was anticipated 
and announced in the context of the mercy that would charac-
terize his mission (Luke 1:50, 54, 72, 78). 
 
 Members of the Christian church are to show  
compassion and practical concern for each other. They are to 
give aid and relief, love and comfort to one another, as Christ 
freely gave to them in their need. The apostle James teaches 
the essential nature of such good works as being of the very 
essence of genuine faith (James 2:14-26). The Lord singled 
out for special commendation the mercy that the good  
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 Jesus was filled with wisdom, which is not surprising  
because he stayed in close contact with his heavenly Father. 
James 1:5 says God gives wisdom generously to all who ask. 
Even our children need to be encouraged to seek and develop 
wisdom. Like Jesus, we can grow in wisdom by walking with 
God. 
 
James 1:2-8 
KEY VERSE: If you need wisdom-if you want to know what 
God wants you to do-ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He 
will not resent your asking. (James 1:5) 
 
WE CAN ASK FOR GOD’S WISDOM TO GUIDE OUR 
CHOICES. 
 By wisdom, James is talking not only about knowledge, 
but about the ability to make wise decisions in difficult  
circumstances. Whenever we need wisdom, we can pray to 
God, and he will generously supply what we need. Christians 
don’t have to grope around in the dark, hoping to stumble upon 
answers. 
 
WISDOM MEANS PRACTICAL DISCERNMENT. 
 It begins with respect for God, leads to right living, and 
results in increased ability to tell right from wrong. God is  
willing to give us this wisdom, but we will be unable to receive 
it if our goals are self-centered instead of God-centered. To 
learn God’s will, we need to read his Word and ask him to 
show us how to obey it. Then we must do what he tells us.  
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WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

 Knowledge is the observation and recognition of objects 
within the range of one’s senses. 
The word “know” or “knowledge” occurs more than 1,600 times 
in the Bible. The different meanings of the word provide insight 
into the basic messages of both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. 
The Hebrew view of man is one of differentiated totality-the 
heart, soul, and mind are so interrelated that they cannot be 
separated. “To know” therefore involves the whole being and is 
not simply an action of the mind. The heart is sometimes  
identified as the organ of knowledge (compare Psalm 49:3; 
Isaiah 6:10). The implication is that knowledge involves both 
will and emotions. It is in light of this connotation that the Old 
Testament uses “to know” as an idiom for sexual intercourse 
between husband and wife. 
 The Jew’s concept of knowledge is beautifully illustrated 
in Isaiah 1:3: “Even the animals-the donkey and the ox-know 
their owner and appreciate his care, but not my people Israel. 
No matter what I do for them, they still do not  
understand” (NLT).  
 Israel’s failure lay not in ritual behaviour but in refusal to 
respond in loving obedience to the God who has chosen her. 
Only the fool refuses to respond to this revelation. Therefore 
the person who does not respond in obedience obviously has 
an incomplete knowledge of the Lord. “To know God” involves 
relationship, fellowship, concern, and experience. 
 The New Testament continues this basic idea of  
knowledge and adds some variations of its own. In the Gospel 
of John the knowledge of God is mediated through Jesus as 
the Logos. Jesus has perfect knowledge of God’s purpose and 
nature, and reveals it to his followers: 
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everything you have said come true.” And then the angel left. 
Doing what God asks us to do. 
 
 Let the Holy Spirit turn your eyes away from your own per-
formance and toward Jesus. He will free you to serve him out of 
love and gratitude. This is living “in the new way” of the Spirit.  
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faithfully, or doing good deeds), but all they earn for their  
efforts is frustration and discouragement. However, because 
of Christ’s sacrifice, the way to God is already open, and we 
can become his children simply by putting our faith in him. 
No longer trying to reach God by keeping rules, we can  
become more and more like Jesus as we live with him day 
by day.  
 
WHAT IS MEANT BY HAVING A SERVANT HEART? 
HOW CAN I HAVE A SERVANT HEART? 
Philippians 2:5-9 . . . Your attitude should be the same that 
Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not demand 
and cling to his rights as God. He made himself nothing; he 
took the humble position of a slave and appeared in human 
form. And in human form he obediently humbled himself 
even further by dying a criminal’s death on a cross. Because 
of this, God raised him up to the heights of heaven and gave 
him a name that is above every other name. 
Humbling ourselves as Christ did, obediently doing what 
God wants. 
 
Romans 6:12-13 . . . Use your whole body as a tool to do 
what is right for the glory of God. 
Submitting ourselves to Christ and remaining pure. 
 
Genesis 24:18-20 . . . “Certainly, sir,” she said, and she 
quickly lowered the jug for him to drink. When he had  
finished, she said, “I’ll draw water for your camels, too, until 
they have had enough!” So she quickly emptied the jug into 
the watering trough and ran down to the well again. She kept 
carrying water to the camels until they had finished drinking. 
Helping others who need us. 
 
Luke 1:38 . . . Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, 
and I am willing to accept whatever he wants. May  
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 “If you had known who I am, then you would have known 
who my Father is” (John 14:7, NLT).  
 The identification of Jesus’ own relationship with the 
Father as a model for the relationship of the disciples  
indicates that knowledge signifies a personal relationship 
that is intimate and mutual. 
The definition of eternal life in John 17:3 adds further  
content to this concept: “And this is the way to have eternal 
life-to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the 
one you sent to earth” (NLT). This concept is vastly different 
from that of Hellenistic mysticism, in which contemplation 
and ecstasy are consummated in the gradual merging of the 
knower and God. In John, by contrast, the result of  
knowledge is having a personal relationship with God 
through his Son. 
 Paul also places the revelation of God in Christ as the 
source of knowledge. God has made known the “mystery of 
his will” to the one who is “in Christ.” The spiritual person is 
taught by the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 2:12-16) and  
responds to the truth as it is revealed in Jesus Christ. Again, 
there is emphasis on relationship and encounter as essential 
elements in the concept of knowledge. 
 Christian knowledge of God is not based simply on  
observation or speculation but is the result of experience in 
Christ. This knowledge is contrasted sharply with natural 
wisdom, which operates from an incorrect perspective. Paul 
is quick to point out that the mystery of God’s redemptive 
plan has been made known and there is now no room for 
ignorance. Knowledge, then, is the whole person standing in 
relationship with God through Christ. 
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DISCERNMENT 
 The gift of Wisdom and Discernment complement each 
other very strongly. Every Christian is expected to exercise 
discernment within everyday life, but some are specifically 
gifted within the church for God’s understanding to be known 
and understood.  
James 1:2-8 
KEY VERSE: If you need wisdom-if you want to know what 
God wants you to do-ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He 
will not resent your asking. (James 1:5) 
 
DISCERNMENT IS ESSENTIAL IN MAKING WISE  
DECISIONS. 
 By wisdom, James is talking not only about knowledge, 
but about the ability to make wise decisions in difficult  
circumstances. Whenever we need wisdom, we can pray to 
God, and he will generously supply what we need. Christians 
don’t have to grope around in the dark, hoping to stumble upon 
answers. We can ask for God’s wisdom to guide our choices. 
Wisdom here also means practical discernment. It begins with 
respect for God, leads to right living, and results in increased 
ability to tell right from wrong. God is willing to give us this  
wisdom; but we will be unable to receive it if our goals are  
self-centered instead of God centered. To learn God’s will, we 
need to read his Word and ask him to show us how to obey it. 
Then we must do what he tells us. 
 
Matthew 7:1-12 
KEY VERSE: Others will treat you as you treat them. What-
ever measure you use in judging others, it will be used to 
measure how you are judged. (Matthew 7:2) 
 
HAVING DISCERNMENT MEANS JUDGING CORRECTLY. 
 Jesus’ statement, “Stop judging others,” is aimed at the 
kind of hypocritical, judgmental attitude that tears others down 
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Matthew 20:20-34 
KEY VERSE: Jesus called them together and said, “You know 
that in this world kings are tyrants, and officials lord it over the 
people beneath them. But among you it should be quite  
different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be 
your servant” (Matthew 20:25-26) 
 
BY SERVING OTHERS, THOSE IN GOD’S KINGDOM TURN 
THE WORLD’S VALUES UPSIDE DOWN. 
 The other disciples were upset with James and John for 
trying to grab the top positions. All the disciples wanted to be 
the greatest (18:1), but Jesus taught them that the greatest 
person in God’s kingdom is the servant of all. Authority is given 
not for self-importance, ambition, or respect, but for  
useful service to God and his creation. 
 
SERVING OTHERS IS REAL LEADERSHIP. 
 Jesus described leadership from a new perspective.  
Instead of using people, we are to serve them. Jesus’ mission 
was to serve others and to give his life away. A real leader has 
a servant’s heart. Servant leaders appreciate others’ worth and 
realize that they’re not above any job. If you see something 
that needs to be done, don’t wait to be asked. Take the  
initiative and do it like a faithful servant. 
 
Romans 7:1-6 
KEY VERSE: Now we have been released from the law, for we 
died with Christ, and we are no longer captive to its power. 
Now we can really serve God, not in the old way by obeying 
the letter of the law, but in the new way, by the Spirit. 
(Romans 7:6) 
SERVING OTHERS IS A CHRISTIAN’S BEST WAY TO BE-
COME MORE LIKE CHRIST. 
Some people try to earn their way to God by keeping a set of 
rules (obeying the Ten Commandments, attending church  
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SERVICE and HELPING 
 

 A popular notion of success in personal life is being able 
to afford the luxury of hiring others to keep your lawn, wash 
your car, or clean your house-in other words to have  
servants. Jesus turns this thinking on its head by teaching that 
the highest goal in life is not having servants but being a  
servant. Could it be that the reason he places such a high 
value on serving is that it is others-centered rather than  
self-centered? Isn’t that the essence of effective Christian  
living? Serving is therefore the opposite of selfishness. 
 
THE WHOLE IDEA OF SERVICE SEEMS TO RUN 
COUNTER TO WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT-TO DO OUR OWN 
THING.  
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A SERVANT? 
Philippians 2:5-9 . . . Though he was God, he did not demand 
and cling to his rights as God . . . in human form he obediently 
humbled himself. 
In a most striking picture of servant hood, Jesus humbles  
himself through obedience. 
 
Matthew 20:20-28 . . . Whoever wants to be a leader among 
you must be your servant. 
Jesus revolutionizes our understanding of leadership by  
teaching “downward mobility.” 
 
John 13:1-17 . . . Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet. 
By performing the task of a slave, Jesus models how far we 
are to go in serving one another. 
 
Romans 6:12-14 . . . Instead, give yourselves completely to 
God . . . use your whole body as a tool to do what is right. 
The Spirit of God transforms our motives for serving. 
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 in order to build oneself up. It is not a blanket statement 
against all critical thinking, but a call to be discerning rather 
than negative. Jesus said to expose false teachers (7:15-
23), and Paul taught that we should exercise church  
discipline (1 Corinthians 5:1-2) and trust God to be the final 
Judge (1 Corinthians 4:3-5). 
 
HAVING DISCERNMENT MEANS KNOWING WHEN TO 
SPEAK AND WHEN TO BE SILENT. 
 Pigs were unclean animals according to God’s law 
(Deuteronomy 14:8). Anyone who touched an unclean  
animal became “ceremonially unclean” and could not go to 
the temple to worship until the uncleanness was removed. 
Jesus says that we should not entrust holy teachings to  
unholy or unclean people. It is futile to try to teach holy  
concepts to people who don’t want to listen and will only tear 
apart what we say. We should not stop giving God’s Word to 
unbelievers, but we should be wise and discerning in what 
we teach and to whom, so that we will not be wasting our 
time. 
 
HAVING DISCERNMENT MEANS WANTING WHAT GOD 
WANTS. 
 The child in Jesus’ example (7:9) asked his father for 
bread and fish-good and necessary items. If the child had 
asked for a poisonous snake, would the wise father have 
granted his request? Sometimes God knows we are praying 
for “snakes” and does not give us what we ask for, even 
though we persist in our prayers. As we come to know God 
better as a loving Father, we learn to ask for what is good for 
us, and then he grants it. 
 
Hebrews 5:11-14 
KEY VERSE: Solid food is for those who are mature, who 
have trained themselves to recognize the difference  
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between right and wrong and then do what is right. (Hebrews 
5:14) 
 
DISCERNMENT IS ESSENTIAL FOR SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH. 
 In order to grow from infant Christians to mature  
Christians, we must learn discernment. We must train our 
consciences, our senses, our minds, and our bodies to  
distinguish good from evil. Can you recognize temptation 
 before it traps you? Can you tell the difference between a 
correct use of Scripture and a mistaken one? 
Our capacity to feast on the deeper knowledge of God ("solid 
spiritual food") is determined by our spiritual growth. Too  
often we want God’s banquet before we are spiritually  
capable of digesting it. As you grow in the Lord and put into 
practice what you have learned, your capacity to understand 
will also grow.  
 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BE DISCERNING? 
Psalm 14:2 . . . The Lord looks down from heaven on the  
entire human race; he looks to see if there is even one with 
real understanding, one who seeks for God. 
God attentively watches over those who discern his truth. 
 
Proverbs 4:7 . . . Getting wisdom is the most important thing 
you can do! And whatever else you do, get good judgment. 
 
Proverbs 16:16 . . . How much better to get wisdom than 
gold, and understanding than silver! 
Discernment is a priority and valuable compass for daily  
living. It points us to God’s wisdom rather than human 
foolishness. 
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1. Only one, two, or three people could be set apart to  
participate in speaking in tongues each worship service. 
2. The people who are speaking in tongues should not speak 
at the same time. Instead, they should make their  
contributions one at a time. 
3. Before a worshiper decides to speak in tongues, he or she 
should make sure there is someone who can interpret. If they 
cannot find an interpreter, they should not attempt to speak in 
tongues. 
4. The person speaking in tongues should not be the person 
who provides his own interpretation (1 Corinthians 12:10). 
5. If there are too many people speaking in tongues and not 
enough interpreters, the people who are speaking in tongues 
should pray for the power to interpret (1 Corinthians 14:13). 
6. Once something has been translated into a language  
everyone can understand, it becomes a prophecy that needs 
to be evaluated by the people in the church. 
7. The genuineness of the experience should be tested by 
people who have the ability to distinguish between spirits  
(1 Corinthians 12:10). These people should test everything, 
so the church members can hold fast to what is good, and 
abstain from every form of evil. 
 
 People who are participating in a worship service should 
be in control of their conduct at all times. They are not  
allowed to justify bad conduct by saying they were in an  
ecstatic state. Because God encourages peace and unity, he 
does not inspire people to be disorderly or confused. 
The gift of speaking in tongues is not a gift of the spirit to be 
desired. Only the “higher gifts” that involve communication in 
a language most people can understand should be sought 
after (1 Corinthians 12:31 and 14:1,5). However, if the gift of 
speaking in tongues is present, it should not be stifled as long 
as it is used according to the guidelines given 
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TONGUES, SPEAKING IN 
 

 Speaking in tongues is a spiritual gift given by the Spirit 
of God to some Christians. 
Speaking in tongues was first done in the early church on the 
Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit filled 120 Christians 
who were meeting together. They burst out in praise to God in 
a multitude of different languages. According to Acts 2:8-11, 
they were communicating the gospel in the hearers’ own  
languages. 2:9-11 lists about 16 nations whose  
representatives in Jerusalem heard the disciples speaking in 
their own native language. In later occurrences, when a group 
of people were baptized in the Holy Spirit, the book of Acts  
indicates that they also spoke in tongues (10:46 and 19:6). 
However, not all people spoke in tongues when they received 
the Holy Spirit (8:15-17), so it wasn’t the only sign that  
someone had become a true Christian. The Bible tells us that 
all believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit once they become 
an integrated member of Christ’s church (1 Corinthians 
12:13). The genuine evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit is 
the “fruit of the Spirit” Paul describes in Galatians 5:22-23. 
In the days of the early church, some Christians spoke in 
tongues and some didn’t. According to Paul, speaking in 
tongues, when it was practiced in the church meetings,  
required someone to interpret it. If no one could give an  
interpretation, it was meant to be a personal devotion with 
God, but it was not meant for the entire church congregation. 
When it is used in this way, speaking in tongues is simply  
another way for people to talk to God (1 Corinthians 14:28).  
 
Paul wrote these guidelines to ensure that speaking in tongues 
was used to minister to the entire body of believers. (14:27-
33): 
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1 John 4:1-6 . . . Dear friends, do not believe everyone who 
claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the 
spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false 
prophets in the world. This is the way to find out if they have 
the Spirit of God: If a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ 
became a human being, that person has the Spirit of God. If a 
prophet does not acknowledge Jesus, that person is not from 
God. 
Discernment tunes our ear to God rather than to false 
 teaching. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:12-15 . . . God has actually given us his 
Spirit (not the world’s spirit) so we can know the wonderful 
things God has freely given us. When we tell you this, we do 
not use words of human wisdom. We speak words given to 
us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual 
truths. But people who aren’t Christians can’t understand 
these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them 
because only those who have the Spirit can understand what 
the Spirit means. We who have the Spirit understand these 
things, but others can’t understand us at all. 
God has given us his Spirit to work in and through us. He will 
give us wisdom and discernment. 
 
Romans 12:2 . . . Don’t copy the behavior and customs of 
this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will know what God 
wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing 
and perfect his will really is. 
 
CAN ANYONE BE DISCERNING? 
Proverbs 14:33 . . . Wisdom is enshrined in an  
understanding heart; wisdom is not found among fools. 
Proverbs 18:2 . . . Fools have no interest in understanding; 
they only want to air their own opinions. 
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WHAT DOES DISCERNMENT LEAD TO? WHAT DOES IT 
RESULT IN? 
Hebrews 5:12-14 . . . You have been Christians a long time 
now, and you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic things a beginner must 
learn about the Scriptures. You are like babies who drink only 
milk and cannot eat solid food. And a person who is living on 
milk isn’t very far along in the Christian life and doesn’t know 
much about doing what is right. Solid food is for those who are 
mature, who have trained themselves to recognize the  
difference between right and wrong and then do what is right. 
 
Psalm 119:125 . . . Give discernment to me, your servant; 
then I will understand your decrees. 
Discernment helps us grow spiritually mature as we see God’s 
truth and understand his plan for us. 
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HOW CAN WE GAIN COURAGE? 
Deuteronomy 33:26-29 
KEY VERSE: The eternal God is your refuge, and his  
everlasting arms are under you. He thrusts out the enemy  
before you; it is he who cries, “Destroy them!” (Deuteronomy 
33:27) 
COURAGE GROWS AS WE TRUST GOD. 
 Moses’ song declares that God is our refuge, our only 
true security. How often we entrust our lives to other  
things-perhaps money, career, a noble cause, or a lifelong 
dream. But our only true refuge is the eternal God, who always 
holds out his arms to catch us when the shaky supports that 
we trust collapse and we fall. No storm can destroy us when 
we take refuge in him. Those without God, however, must  
forever be cautious. One mistake may wipe them out. Living 
for God in this world may look like risky business. But it is the 
godless who are on shaky ground. Because God is our refuge, 
we can dare to be bold. 
 
John 16:16-33 
KEY VERSE: I have told you all this so that you may have 
peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and  
sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world. 
(John 16:33) 
COURAGE GROWS FROM THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST. 
 Jesus summed up all he had told them this night, tying 
together themes from 14:27-29; 16:1-4; and 16:9-11. With 
these words he told his disciples to take courage. In spite of 
the inevitable struggles they would face, they would not be 
alone. Jesus does not abandon us to our struggles either. If we 
remember that the ultimate victory has already been won, we 
can claim the peace of Christ in the most troublesome times.  
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Luke 23:50-56 
KEY VERSE: Now there was a good and righteous man 
named Joseph. He was a member of the Jewish high council, 
but he had not agreed with the decision and actions of the 
other religious leaders. He was from the town of Arimathea in 
Judea, and he had been waiting for the Kingdom of God to 
come. (Luke 23:50-51) 
 
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE RISK THEIR REPUTATIONS TO 
DO WHAT IS RIGHT. 
 Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy and honored  
member of the Jewish Council. He was also a secret disciple 
of Jesus (John 19:38). The disciples who had publicly 
 followed Jesus fled, but Joseph boldly took a stand that 
could cost him dearly. He cared enough about Jesus to ask 
for his body so he could give it a proper burial. 
 
Acts 4:23-31 
KEY VERSE: After this prayer, the building where they were 
meeting shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
And they preached God’s message with boldness. (Acts 
4:31) 
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE ARE BOLD IN REPRESENTING 
CHRIST. 
 Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness  
requires courage to press through our fears and do what we 
know is right. How can we be more bold? Like the disciples, 
we need to pray with others for that courage. To gain  
boldness, you can (1) pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to 
give you courage, (2) look for opportunities in your family and 
neighborhood to talk about Christ, (3) realize that rejection, 
social discomfort, and embarrassment are not persecution, 
and (4) start where you are by being bolder in small ways. 
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MISSIONARY 
 Being a missionary is a specific calling upon a persons life, 
that requires a servant attitude coupled with faith, prayer and a 
bold spirit.  Being a missionary means also being commissioned 
by God and His church, to take the gospel to another culture. The 
apostle Paul was one of the first missionaries. He travelled 
throughout Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) and Greece, 
 founding churches. Saint Patrick was a missionary who took the 
gospel to Ireland. The Jesuits have a history of missionary work 
on behalf of the Roman Catholic church. Three great Protestant 
missionaries were William Carey in India, David Livingstone in  
Africa, and J. Hudson Taylor in China. Today there are hundreds 
of missionary societies that support thousands of missionaries. 
One of the great changes in the missionary movement today is 
that non-Western churches (for instance in Korea) are beginning 
to send out many missionaries.  
 

Mission is from the Latin missio, which means “sending.” The 
words Jesus spoke to his first disciples in their representative 
capacity, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 
20:21; cf. 17:18), still apply. The universal church, and therefore 
every local congregation and every Christian in it, is sent into the 
world to fulfil a definite, defined task. Jesus, the church’s Lord, 
has issued marching orders. Individually and corporately, all 
God’s people are now in the world on the king’s business. 
 
 The appointed task is twofold. First and fundamentally, it is 
the work of worldwide witness, disciple-making, and  
church-planting (Matt. 24:14; 28:19-20; Mark 13:10; Luke 24:47-
48). Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed everywhere as God  
incarnate, Lord, and Savoir; and God’s authoritative invitation to 
find life through turning to Christ in repentance and faith (Matt. 
22:1-10; Luke 14:16-24) is to be delivered to all mankind. The 
ministry of church-planter Paul, evangelist (so far as strength and 
circumstances allowed) to the whole world (Rom. 1:14; 15:17-29; 
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 1 Cor. 9:19-23; Col. 1:28-29), models this primary 
commitment. 
 Second, all Christians, and therefore every  
congregation of the church on earth, are called to practice 
deeds of mercy and compassion, a thoroughgoing  
neighbour-love that responds unstintingly to all forms of  
human need as they present themselves (Luke 10:25-27; 
Rom. 12:20-21). Compassion was the inward aspect of the 
neighbour-love that led Jesus to heal the sick, feed the  
hungry, and teach the ignorant (Matt. 9:36; 15:32; 20:34; 
Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13), and those who are new creatures in 
Christ must be similarly compassionate. Thereby they keep 
the second great commandment and also give credibility to 
their proclamation of a Savoir who makes sinners into lovers 
of God and of their fellow human beings. If the exponents of 
this message do not display its power in their own lives, 
credibility is destroyed. If they do, credibility is enhanced. 
This was Jesus’ point when he envisaged the sight of the 
good works of his witnesses leading people to glorify the  
Father (Matt. 5:16; cf. 1 Pet. 2:11-12). Good works should 
be visible to back up good words. 
 
 If you feel called to go, then obey God’s call upon your 
life, If you don’t both you and those God planned to bless 
through you, will miss out on His plentiful blessing and love. 
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COURAGE 
 
Exodus 1:15-22 
KEY VERSE: Because the midwives feared God, they refused 
to obey the king and allowed the boys to live, too. (Exodus 
1:17) 
 
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE RISK THEIR LIVES TO DO WHAT 
IS RIGHT. 
 Shiphrah and Puah may have been supervisors over the 
midwives, or else these two were given special mention.  
Hebrew midwives helped women give birth and cared for the 
baby until the mother was stronger. When Pharaoh ordered 
the midwives to kill the Hebrew baby boys, he was asking the 
wrong group of people. Midwives were committed to helping 
babies be born, not to killing them. These women showed 
great courage and love for God by risking their lives to disobey 
Pharaoh’s command. (Note: A delivery stool was the stool 
upon which a woman crouched when delivering her baby.) 
 Against Pharaoh’s orders, the midwives spared the  
Hebrew babies. Their faith in God gave them the courage to 
take a stand for what they knew was right. In this situation,  
disobeying the authority was proper. God does not expect us 
to obey those in authority when they ask us to disobey him or 
his Word. The Bible is filled with examples of those who were 
willing to sacrifice their very lives in order to obey God or save 
others. Esther and Mordecai (Esther 3:2; 4:13-16) and  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:16-18) are 
some of the people who took a bold stand for what was right. 
Whole nations can be caught up in immorality (racial hatred, 
slavery, prison cruelty); thus following the majority or the  
authority is not always right. Whenever we are ordered to  
disobey God’s Word, “we must obey God rather than human 
authority” (Acts 5:29). 
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